Children’s Ministry Calendar

Sept 3 — Labor Day

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sept 10 — Rally Day

Fall Sunday School begins
Sept 24 — Bible Sunday
October 1 — First Food Shelf Sunday

October29 - 9:00 Reformation Activity
— 10:30 Rite of Confirmation

Rally Day

September 10, 2006

Please join us as we “kick-off” the Sunday
School year! Children will be invited to
proceed to Sunday School from the
sanctuary at either 9:15 or 10:45. Children
will have an opportunity to become
acquainted with their teachers, to greet
friends they have not seen over the
summer, and to meet new friends while
“‘Building Up the Body Of Christ
(BUBOC).”

Minnesota Food Shelf

Thank you to everyone who has donated
non-perishables to the Food Shelf this
year. We hope that you continue your
donations as this year our goal is to
collect a greater amount of food (in
pounds) than our address of 1965.
Unfortunately our giving has decreased,
as it usually does, over the summer, and
we are behind compared to what we had
collected at this time last year. Please
continue to donate to the food shelf.
Families have been without their free and
reduced school lunches since the end of
the school year! They need our help!

Last Year January —July: 1256 pounds
This Year January — July: 1080 pounds

Registration for Fall Sunday School

If you have not registered your
child(ren) for Sunday School please
telephone or register at the lit display
board prior to September 4 in order to
ensure adequate staffing and materials.
If you have any questions, please contact
Deb Nelson, Children’s Ministry Director,
at 777-1107.

Children’s Ministry Opportunities
Share your interests, talents and time with
families and children  within  the
congregation or within the community. We
have opportunities available requiring
various levels of time commitment, some
quite minimal. Children’s Ministry invites
adults and youth to volunteer with Sunday
School or Sunday School music at 9:00
AM or 10:30 AM, Wednesday evening
Nursery at 6:15 and/or 7:00, Wednesday
evening  preschool or elementary
children’s rotations including opening
music at 7:00 PM, craft, snack, and other
activities between 7:00 and 8:00 PM,
special events including the Christmas
program and advent, and the hat and
mitten tree or other service projects.
Please contact Deb Nelson, Children’s
Ministry Director, at 651-777-1107 for
further information.

The next Steppingstone will go out on
September 12".  Articles need to be
turned in to the church office by Sunday,
September 10™.

NOTICE: In case of emergency when the
church office is not open (hours are 8 am
— 3 pm, Monday-Friday), please contact
Pastor Jim at his home, 651-773-9057.

Our prayers and condolences go to
Jesse Davis on the death of his dad,
Leroy Davis; to the family of Alice Paulus
who passed away on July 4; and to Renee
King on the death of her aunt, Darlene;
and to Art & Cleo Nieml on the death of
Cleo’s mother, Clarice Brtek.

Dear Pastors Jim & Larry for your visits,
words of encouragement and Holy
Communion.  Also thank you for the
cards, flowers and visits from fellow St.
Stephen members.

Lovingly, Mavis Garrett

WIM Fall Cluster Meeting
October 3, 2006

at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
in Stillwater
Watch for more information

Bible Study Group’s
Introduction to
2006-2007 Bible Study
in Lutheran Women Today
on October 7, 2006
8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
at Immanuel Lutheran Church

on Snelling Avenue
Program & Lunch - Cost $10

Contact Anita if you would like to attend.

Adult Forum begins

Sunday, September 10", at 9:00 a.m.
with the first in a six-week series on
Prayer: Our Conversation with God

(with video introductions by Walter Wangerin)

Parent/Student Night
Confirmation Orientation
Wednesday, September 6"

6:30-7 p.m. Potluck Dessert
7-8 Confirmation Orientation

All parents and students should plan to
attend and learn about this new
program.

Confirmation classes begin on
September 13" at 7:00 p.m.

New Confirmation Program! —

We need adult participation in background
rolls as well as student guides or mentors
on Wednesday nights throughout the
year. Talk to Pastor Jim or Rolf Iverson.

Mark your calendar for the

17" Annual
Music Festival & Auction

Saturday, September 30"
11 a.m.to 4 p.m.

Auction, Silent Auction, Games
Great Music & Great Food

We will be accepting donated items
for the auction and silent auction
starting September 17" (no garage sale
this year)

Watch for more information
and for sign-up sheets to volunteer.

Thrivent Financial will match up to $1600 in
congregational matching funds through our local
chapter #30093.




YOUTH NEWS

- YOUR CHANCE TO HELP -

The Youth Committee has decided that it would be a wonderful opportunity for the
youth and congregation of St. Stephen for us to host the Youth Encounter
international group, Watermark, from January 5 to 11 and from May 15 to 21.
However, this means that we still need to provide housing for 6 to 8 college students
during their stay. The good news though is that we have tentatively found housing
for 6 youth for the month of January, and now our biggest concern is for the month
of May. During their stay they would need to be fed, and driven to and from their
training. However, we would be able to use them as a congregation during an
overnighter at the church in both January and May, as well as during worship
services. If you think you would like to help, please contact Sara or leave a message
for her at the church office.

Youth Ministry 2006/07: Calendar

The Youth Committee has finalized this year's youth calendar of events! We've
retained a lot of the old favorites, tweaked a few things, and added some new events
that should make this year one of spiritual growth and entertainment for the youth of
St. Stephen. Recently while attending a workshop at Faith Inkubators on the new
Confirmation ministry of St. Stephen our group was taught the etymology of the word
entertain. Taken apart “entertain” is in three parts: en-ter-tain. En means to “enter”,
while ter comes from the word “terra” meaning land, or earth and finally tain is from
the Latin for “to hold on to, possess.” Therefore, to entertain means “to enter into
their land and hold them.” Rather than meaning cheap candy for the mind, in this
context it is a missionary word calling us to enter into the world of youth and hold on
to them. With that in mind, it is the mission of the youth ministry of St. Stephen to
gleefully entertain, educate, and participate in the spiritual growth of the youth of this
congregation and community.

Along those lines one of the new things we will be adding this year is a chance for
the senior high of St. Stephen to become involved in a short-term mission trip to
Dolce, New Mexico, as part of a Group Youth Ministry Work Camp. We have
tentatively committed to the week of July 1 to 7, 2007.

CONFIRMATION
OVERNIGHTER

September 16-17
led by Captive Free
/ p.m. Sat urday

to
8:45 a.m. Sunday



