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St. Stephen Lutheran Church
2012 Annual Congregational Meeting

Agenda
January 29, 2012

Call to order, 1:00 PM

Charlie Jackson

Opening Devotions Pastor Jim
Approval of 2011 Congregational Meeting Minutes, pages 3 T4
Pastords Repo+l6s, pages 5 Pastor Jim
Presidentds Rep®drt, pages 17 Charlie Jackson
Acceptance of Written Reports, pages 19 -56 Charlie Jackson
Treasurer6s Rep@tt, pages 57 Patsy Olson
Election of Nominating Committee Charlie Jackson
Election of Council Members Charlie Jackson

Z |l ntroduction of continuing counci l me mber

z Il ntroduction of nominees

V4 Nomi nations from the fl oor

Z Congregational wvote

Z Expression of appreciation for outgoing c
Introduction to Budget, page 78 -79 Ted Field and Charlie Jackson
2012 Budget, pages 80 -85

Z Review of proposed budget

z Congregational vote

New Business, page 86

Special Reports, pages 87 -90

Installation of new Church Council members and President
Blessing

Adjourn

Pastor Jim
Pastor Jim
Pastor Jim
Pastor Jim

Marta Hohnstadt
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2011 Congregational Meeting Minutes

St. Stephen Lutheran Church
Annual Meeting Minutes
January 28, 2011

Pete Johnson called the meeting to order at 1:02 pm with Pastor Jim giving devotions.

Acceptance of 2010 Annual Minutedohn Farmer made a motion to approve the 2010 annual meeting
minutes Anita Schroedef"2 Motion carried.

Reports

Pastor Jim: This is a great congregation. We have great ministries happening in & through this place.
We need to be more overt in letting others in. We need to work on making this a welcoming place. Al-
most none of the money for the improvements to the building came out of the current fund. This has
been the best financial year $392,000 in current, $13,000 in freed for mission need to commend the
congregation for that. A challenge to the congregation is that we be a people of prayer, pray God pro
vides everything we need, that we be a people of worship gather as a community in worship and that
we be a people of discipleship, get mission driven deep in our hearts, that everyone is involved in mis
sion somewhere.

Pastor Susant KI y{ @2dz F2NJ 0KS LINA@GAT SIS 2F R2AYy3IA YAy

t NS & A RSy (Amazingvaénbimthalinork & effort goes on behind the scenes. Would like to thank
the Council of 2010. Two themes from repogarticipation & gratitude Express gratitude for the abil-
AGe G2 LI NIAOALI GSo® 2SS KIFIgS | @SNB Sy3ar3aSrR /
odzi AdGQa az2YSGKAYy3a GKIG ySSRa G2 o0S R2ySo DS
get others to join us. Thank my wife & kids & thanks to the congregation for the opportunity to serve.

Acceptance of Written ReportsViki Bosin made a motion to accept the written reports & Mary Beth
Skunes ?'. Motion carried.

¢ NEI adZNENIBOOBS IKANIG Y 62y RSNFdzE &@SENX / FYS AYy ¢
5dz2S (02 RAftAISYd YAYyAaldNER (dSFIyYa ¢S RARYyQlU KI @S
Slightly shy on benevolence & the capital fund was balanced. Special Designated expenses $92,000 i
provements to church & mission trip. Property increased this year we had an insurance audit so we up
dated the figures. Always willing to answer any questions. Bill Kneip made a motion to accept the Treas
dzZNB N a wS L2 NY. Mation.cadriedt & / f | NJ H
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Nominating Committee: Would like to thank the 2010 committee Helen Claassen, Lorna Peck, Tom Scott
Karen Smith & Betsy Clark. Intro of nominees: Rob Allickson, Viki Bosin, Michon Sommers, Mary Beth Sku
& Chris Vollmer. Karen Smith made a motion to accept the above as the 2012 nominating committee «
Pastor Susan"2 Motion carried.

Election of Council Membersintro of nominees: Pete Johnson, Marissa Amborn, & John Farmer. Are there
any nominations from the floor? None. Dan Brumm moved to cast a unanimous ballot for the above & Le
Branwall 3. Motion carried. Nominating committee would like to thank the outgoing Council members for

their years of service.

Intro of Budget: 2010 was a successful year we took in $5300 more than budgeted for income. $6400 carryo
ver deficit reduced. Expense budget relatively unchanged from 2010. Expense $377,300. Income pledg
qualified historical nospledged giving $346,600. Additional income $36,500 not out of congregation reach
last 5 years average took in $380,000 last year $392,00. Year long special appeals constantly look for ways
save, constantly keep congregation aware. Report, manage, plan. This is a fourth budget. Open the floor
any questions. Viki Bosin less than 50% of our glvmg units are pledglng challenge would I|ke to see the finar

committee talk tothenoALlJt SRIAY I dzyAlGa G2 GNB g 3ISG GKSY G2 L
144 families pledged out of 250 what about giving envelops once kids are confirmeddddged make it
difficult to plan & look towards the future. Nepledged shortfalls & special appeals. Gloria Oanes made a
motion to approve the budget & Viki Bosif’2 Motion carried.

Special ReportdDo not need to be approved.

Installation of CouncilMary Beth Skunes for the last 12 years has been the Financial Secretary. Thank yo
F2N) Lt 22dzQ0S R2y S ® ¢thank yah. [Chanke gksoa will sénte s Aoungil Srgsidend
for 2011. Pete Johnson, Marissa Amborn & John Farmer were installed as Council members.

Closed with the Benediction.

Charlie I look forward to the next year Ted has ideas that are going to be fun to implement.

Karen Smith made a motion to adjourn & Justin Woodr{{fff Rlotion carried.

Minutes respectfully submitted
by Nicole Ternus
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Pastor Jim Woodruff
Lead Pastor

Pastor Susan Schoon
Visitation Pastor
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GOD IS FAITHFUL

Make a joyful noise to theORDall the earth.
Worship theLORDwith gladness;
come into his presence with singing.

Know that theLORDs God.
It is he that made us, and we are his;
we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving,
and his courts with praise.
Give thanks to him, bless his name.
For theLORDSs good,;
his steadfast love endures forever,
and his faithfulness to all generations.

As | reflect back on 2011 it occurs to me over and over again that tee@lmpassing theme of

this past year ought to b&od is Faithful There is so much that happens around here, so much

work and effort that goes into all that we do and | am so thankful for all the people who give of
themselves 0 KSANJ GAYST GFfSyd FyR GNBlFadaNB® G2 YIF1S @
as we conclude 2011 is that in the midst ofvedi do, Godcontinues to act, bless, nurture, and pros-

LISNJ 6KS YAYAAaUNRSE 2F {lGd {GSLKSY O2yaNBILGA2Y
YR KS oWSadzav Ydzad AYyONBIl aSod¢ la F2tft26SNAE 2
matters as God takes it, blesses it, and uses it in the work of His kingdom. We are to learn the les-
a2y LINAYOGSR 2y Fft !'{ Odz2ZNNByOeyY aLy D2R 6S ¢ NIz
Ad gKIFG AG YSIya G2 0SS 1 F2f{t26SN) 2F WwWSadza [/ KN
this place, let us remember above &lbd is Faithful.

This has been another wonderful year in ministe have continued to offaworship, fellowship,
learning and servicéor our whole congregation and the wider community.

WORSHIAHE LORD WITH GLADNEARer much debate our worship schedule during the school

year has remained the same with communion at 8:00 every Sunday and Communion on the first and
third Sundays at 9:00 and 10:30. Children have been reintroduced into the 9:00 worship service af-
ter five years of not participating in the opening part of worship. There has been a very positive re-
sponse to children in worship again. We continued the summer schedule of worship with commun-
ion at 8:30 and then a 10:00 worship service, with communion again on the first and third Sundays.
The fellowship that occurs during these months is really good. This summer we added a Wednesday
evening 6:00 GAP worship service. This has met the needs of a number of individuals and families
who find themselves unable to participate in Sunday morning worship. The Summer GAP worship is
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a much more casual gathering which employs the format of our regular GAP worship services.
Wednesday Evening GAP Worship has built a consistent intergenerational community and provides

a wonderful alternative worship for any who wish to participate. The service is increasingly being

led by a variety of lay peoptemany still in high school, along with our medgegnerational band
WhySTATOUE Pc QD 2S | faz2 KIFI@GS 2FFSNBR | y22y [ Sy

WE ARE HIS PEORILEellowshipopportunities thrive in this place. Regular events and casual occa-
sions continue to be an important part of the community of St. Stephen. First Sunday Congregation-
Ff . NHzyOKSas (GKS 22YSyQa [dzyOK . dzyOKXZ ¢KS C22f
Lutheran Night at the Twins, our Annual Fun Run and Congregational Picnic, the Music Festival and

1 dzOG A2y S [FTRASA bAIKG hdzizX ¢NHzy|l Wy ¢NBFGaz (K
great fellowship, but many of these tie in worship, learning and/or service. This year a Health Fair
was added to our Fun RuCongregational Picnic event. This coming year we will be visited once
again by the Old Town Gospel Choir of Lulea, Sweden on June 23, and the Fools for Christ will be
LINE RdzOAYy 3 GKS YdzaAaOlf ww2aSLIK FyR (GKS !'YIT Ay3
24, 25 and 26. All these events are open to the community and provide great opportunities for peo-
ple to gather together to grow in relationship and as a community of faith.

KNOW THAT THE LORD IS Gi@arningopportunities continue for all ages. Children and Family
Ministries continue to offer Sunday School at 9:00 on Sunday morning and at 6:45 on Wednesday
evening. Senior High youth meet at 7:00 on Wednesdays for fellowship and study. Adult Learning

has continued to work on a schedule of Sunday morning Adult Forums. There ardaezkalf

gSS1te 2N Y2yGKfe . Ao0ftS {GdzRASa ONBIFGAYy3a |y 2L
Parish Health Ministry Team also continues to offer opportunities for all members of St. Stephen to
gather around important issues of life and health. This continues to be an area in which we need to
create a passion to grow as Disciples of Christ.

BLESSHISNAME KS { ONR LJidzNB (St dza D2RQa ylFYS Aa of
and healing in his nameServiceopportunities continue to be a part of who we are as a congrega-

tion. They are built in to our Children and Family Ministries as well as Confirmation and the congre-
gation as a whole. We are connected with a large number of service, outreach and community help-
ing organizations, both locally and globally. Work is being done on a Mission Trip this summer, fo-
cused as a music camp, to the Orphanage in Tecaté, Baja California, Mexico and we begin work this
fall on our Mission Trip to Tanzania in July, 2013.

GOD IS FAITHFUL!

9b¢9w I L{ D!'¢9{X!b5 /h'! wef{

The Property Ministry Team has continued to pick off projects that need to be done to keep our fa-
cilities in repair and make this space a welcoming place. Please look at the Property Ministry Team
wSLIE NI G2 3S4d Iy ARSI 2F (GKS a02L)S 2F ¢2N)] GKS
LINP2SOG&a ¢SQNB O2YLIX SGSR GKA& &SI N ¢tKS 2Sf 02
2 ff wSEAST /FNBAYy3 2F a¢KS 2SSt O02YAy3 WSadze¢s
was completed; new doors with automatic door openers were installed at our west entrance; and, a
yS¢g fA0 auNBSG aAiadaly gl a LIIFOSR 2y [ 2dzyié w2l R
Designated, Memorial, and some Capital Funds or by WIM. With the exception of some paint, most
everything was donated and did not affect our Current Fund Balance. We also added a wall relief

St

Stephen Lutheran Church d 2011 Annual Report Page 8



OF NBAYy3 SyuAaidtSRY a[SG GKS [AGGES / KAfTRNBY /2Y
- w22Y gAff 0S NBFAdZNDAAKSRO® LiQa |t NBIFIRe& 06SSy
flooring and a new sink and countertop. The Kitchen and eating area should get some attention.
l'YRY ¢S K2LS (2 FAylrtfte Ayadrtft I +£ARS2 aeadasSy
nities to maintain and develop the functionality and esthetics of our facility.

GOD IS FAITHFUL!

HIS FAITHFULNES$DURESO ALL GENERATIONS

CAYlLYyOAlLffe GKAA KFa 0SSy Fy20KSNJ @SINJ gKSNB D
the Kingdom of God at St. Stephen and God blessed that generosity. Guoent Fundve began

the year with a $5,837.88 deficit and going into December we were about $40,000.00 behind. | am
pleased to say that at the end of the Fiscal Year 2011 we completed our year with the Current Fund

in the black We not only met the deficit in December, but eliminated the deficit we had at the be-
ginning of the year. The total income received in December was around $79,711.66 (the largest
6SQ08S SOGSNI NBOSAGBSR Ay 2yS Y2yiKo yR GKS G240l
were 1% below our approved budget. We need to look again aBenevolence Fund We fin-

ished 2011 21% below our anticipated budget; since several of our anticipated expenditures were

less than budgeted we were functionally about 10% below our commitments. Because of the way

we handle Benevolence Giving this does not create a problem for us, though other organizations
GKFG 6SQ@S LINPOGARSR Yy SAGAYFGS 2F IAQGAY3A gAff
IAFOaP LQY K2LAYy3 GKFG 20SN) 0KS O2YAy3 &SIN ¢
Overall this congregation is generous and consistently provides to meet the needs of ministry

through St. Stephen. Even in Benevolence our giving far exceeds 15% of our budget, when you take
into account all the giving that happens through Designated Funds, which does not appear in the
budget. | expect that will continue and look forward to another good year financially as well as in
ministry.

GOD IS FAITHFUL!
WE ARE HIS

We have many leaders in this congregation, and we are fortunate to have many leaders who, | be-

f AS®Ss tSIR Ay KdzvYAftAdGe yRT fSIFR a aSNBlIyd f
positions are servants. On our staff we have many who are servants of Jesus Christ as well as serv-
Fyda 2F G0KS LIS2LXS 2F {0 {(GSLKSy® LOR fA1S @
past three and one half years Pastor Susan has brought wonderful gifts of hospitality and comfort,
along with a passion for the Gospel, as well as her gift of music. It is a delight to work with her as

she carries out the ministry of Visitation and enlists others in study, service and caring. Nancy Sulli-
van is faithfully executing her responsibilities as Director of Children and Family Ministries, working

G2 SYSNHATS FyR 3INRg 2dzNJ OKAf RNByQa FyR Tl YAfe@
ter Kaufman as Quartdarme Director of Youth Ministry. His responsibilities are #otul; to build

up our Senior High Program and to help transition Confirmands into that program. For the past year
Jan Perkins has been organizing our office systems and records keeping. As she has become increas-
ingly familiar with the congregation, our schedule and the variety of materials produced in our office
production has become easier and throughout this time she has produced newsletters, bulletins and
FE@SNBR GKFG FINB FTGOGNI OGAGS YR RNIYg LIS2LX SQa |
continues to innovate in bringing a Parish Nurse Program to St. Stephen, his genuine concern for
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people and his enthusiasm in bringing this program here is always evident. Patsy Olson, who serves
as Treasurer spends countless hours keeping our books accurate and making timely payments on
oAffao {KSQa 3INBIFG Fdzy FyR lfgleéea KF-a | LkRaad
special word of thanks to Wendell Peck who completed 26 years as a Church Custodian. Not only

has he effectively carried out his work, but he has always gone the extra mile in making people feel
welcomed and ensuring they have what they need to carry out their business. We very much miss

2 SYyRStftQa RIFIAf&@ LINSaASyOSo tlhdzAE {6l yazys ¢gKz2 a
lyassumedfuli A YS NBalLR2yaAroAtAde FT2N) 0KS /dzald2RALE 22
has been willing to take it on. Paul, like Wendell, spends extra time keeping this place in good con-
dition and makes a point to welcome all who come through our doors. In the next several months

this position will go back to a shared responsibility. Our music Staff provides an incredible variety

of music to enhance and lead worship. Cindy Bittner leads Sunday morning worship with consisten-

cy and is always ready to adapt to the variety of worship forms we use most Sundays. Brenda

Steady leads our Coalescence Worship with enthusiasm and joy. Justin Woodruff has developed a
great format for Wednesday Evening GAP Worship and is always looking for ways to engage more
people in the leadership of that service. His enjoyment in leading that service is contagious. Our
various Choir Directors are always seeking to get the most out of their respective Choirs. Phyllis Bal-
lata and Dana Ashley with the Senior Choir inspire great music and bring joy and reverence to wor-
ship. Brian Johnson and the Bell Choir continue to expand their skills and add much to our worship
gatherings and, Deb Nelson with Captured Spirit always seeks to find contemporary pieces that com-
LX AYSY (G 62 NRARKALID LOR fA1S G2 GKIFIyl Fff GKSas
istry, their integrity in carrying that ministry out and their enthusiasm in serving in this place. The

staff could do little without the work of the various Ministry Teams that make sure all is prepared

and then effectively carried out. Each ministry Team has its own flavor and each Team does a won-
derful job on behalf of the people of St. Stephen. They also deserve our thanks. The Ministry Teams
are augmented and also only function because of all the volunteers in this place who hear the call,
respond out of love and give of themselves to make this ministry happen. Ultimately, thanks ought

to be expressed to everyone who shares in the work of ministry here at St. Stephen. Our success is
dependent upon everyone being involved in mission.

GOD IS FAITHFUL!
IT IS HE THAT MADE US

D2R KlFa 3AFTISR SIFOK 2F dz&a gAGK aiAtta FyR OKI N
say thanks to the Church Council who has served so diligently this year. Special thanks to Charlie
Jackson for his leadership as President of the congregation this past year. He has done a superb job
as a servant leader in helping us move forward on a variety of issues and projects. Thanks to Bill

Kneip and Cheryl Skrypez, who, like Charlie, are finishing their terms on Church Council and, Larry
Nihart who is resigning because of a new job opportunity. They each have both brought great gifts

to this group and I trust will continue to use those gifts so that we as a congregation and people of

faith may flourish. Thanks to the other six members of the Church Council, who will continue on:
Marissa Amborn, John Farmer, Marta Hohnstadt, Anne Jackson, Pete Johnson, and Jennifer Nordahl,
GKSe8 KI @S oNRdzAKG (GKS 3IAFGa (KSeQ@S o6SSy 3IAQPSy
much appreciated. Each has done a faithful job in carrying out their responsibilities. Special thanks
and acknowledgement to Nicole Ternus who for eight and a half years has served as Council Secre-
tary, she has done a wonderful job in accurately reporting for the Council and congregation the ac-
tions of the Church Council. Nicole is resigning this oftethanked position so as you have oppor-

tunity please express your thanks to her for her faithful work. This position needs to yet be filled. 1
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also want to offer thanks to Maria Jackson for serving as Financial Secretary; for her faithful work in
recording all gifts, making accurate giving records available to the members of St. Stephen and for
providing information in the development of the budget. She has consistently offered this service
without complaint and usually with a smile on her face. Finally, thanks to Marta Hohnstadt who has
agreed to take the mantel of President in 2012. | wish Marta well and ask the congregation to pray
for her in this leadership position; may she lead as a servant, as so many have before her.

GOD IS FAITHFUL!

/ Statistical Report for 2011 \
Baptisms:  2011-17 2010- 17 2009 12 200818 2007:32
Weddings:  2011-9 2010- 10 20093 20088 200712
Funerals:  2011- 18 2010- 14 200916 200814 2007:21

Baptized: 2011- 1114 2010-1116 20091080 20081120 200+1118
Confirmed:  2011- 823 2010- 825 2009804 20083831 2007830
Qorship: 2011- 316 2010- 303 2009317 2008340 2007—347/

GOD IS FAITHFUL!

Respectfully Submitted
Pastor Jim Woodruff
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Rev. Susan A. Schoon 2011 Annual Report

m this way we are like the various parts of a human body,
Each part gets its meaning from the body as a whole, nof
the other way around. The body we're talking about is
Christ's body of chosen people. Each of us finds our mean-
ing and function as a part of his body. But as a chopped
off finger or cutoff toe we wouldn't amount to much,
would we? So since we find ourselves fashioned into alll
these excellently formed and marvelously functioning
parts in Christ's body, let's just go ahead and be what we
were made to be, without enviously or pridefully compar-

ing ourselves with each other, or trying to be something
we aren't. Romans 12:4, the "Message” /

| love this translation because it says so much about who we are in a way we can understand. WE
are the body of Christ, fashioned into all these excellently formed and marvelously functioning
parts in Christ's body. Since coming to St Stephen's in May of 2008 | have had the opportunity to
share in ministry with this body of believers AND as a part of that body bringing Christ's love in a
variety of ways.

Visitation ministry: those who are home bound, in the hospital, hospice, senior living, nursing care
facilitates, and to anyone who has expressed a need for a listening presence in a time of need and
Worship . From this ministry amazing things keep happening as | am blessed by my visits with the
richness and wisdom of those whom | serve!

| have a actively been creating, leading and implementing worship services outside St Stephens:
Willowwood Senior Living, White Bear Lake; Suite Living, Maplewood; Presbyterian Homes, Lake
Johanna Facility and Cerenity, White Bear. I'm delighted to say that the worship ministry for Suite
Living, Maplewood has been taken over by lay leadership from St Stephens! Once a month, semi-
nary student Robin Eberlein, is joined by lay leadership/communion helpers Char and Floyd Rede-
penning, and Linda and Jim Wagner, (music and worship leadership). How wonderful is that!!
THANKS go out to each of you for your part in creating a meaningful ministry which truly makes a
difference for those who live there. This past January 1 | began a similar ministry at Seasons of
Maplewood where Deb Nelson and | joined forces to create a worship experience for 36 persons!
Deb has decided to continue to team up with me and eventually we have plans to include Linda
and Jim Wagner, youth participation and even puppets if possible!

| am grateful for those this Christmas who stepped forward to BE community to those who were
homebound bringing love and cookies. The Widow's Lunch Bunch is still going strong as well as the

St Stephen Lutheran Church d 2011 Annual Report Page 13



home bible study at Shirley Phillippi initiated to bring fellowship and the Word to her while she is
home bound. And | am grateful for those who continue to visit, drive and create new ways of serving
for our Seniors.

BeFriender's Ministry Please see Linda Wagner's report. We've had a wonderful year being the
“listening presence for those with those who are in need. WE continue to add to our numbers as
others move on to new ministries. And as we add new BeFriender's , Jim and Lauren Pearson and
Kathy JordafAllickson, we continue learning opportunities, joining forces with the Health Ministry
team on their endeavor to educate us all on Domestic Abuse and Violence in our midst. This part of
the body, BeFriender's, depends upon our hearts and ears so that we might sense the deep spiritual
needs that we have and step forward to serve. Thanks to the team for the dedication and love to
serve the community.

Worship: | am grateful for the opportunity to participate and serve the Worship community at St
Stephens. Over the past year I've been able to design and implement as well as being an integral
part of how we worship together. | continue to preach twice a month, bible study on Friday morn-
ings, do funerals, baptisms and weddings. | was honored to fill in for Pastor Jim this past July while
he took a group to Tanzania and climbed Kilimanjaro.

Youth/Confirmation Please see Jenny Nordahl's report. | am delighted to be a part of these growing
ministries. Teaching alongside Keith Millard and Pastor Jim has been rewarding and renewing for
me. Helping to create a High School Ministry with Peter Kaufman and the Youth Ministry Team has
been a good challenge as we truly wish to create opportunities that argilifag and powerful ave-
nues of building up the body of Christ with our youth!

Social Concerndlease see Marta Hohnstadts' report. We are definitely UP TO SOMETHING REALLY
BIG being the body of Christ with new dreams and visions! WE are in the process of creating new
avenues of ministry in the following ways:

CAR CARE MINISTRY (Pete Johnson, Ken Galloway, Ron Johnson and Alan Strand, Patsy Olson and
Pastor Jim) Alan Strand has been working hard to gather information so that we can put together a
thriving and vital ministry for those in need of transportation and work on their vehicles. The need is
great and continues to present itself to us. We listened, heard and have begun to respond with our

first donated car to a single mother of four children!! God is good. A second donation has gone to a
Native American woman who could not meet her responsibilities for pastoring without good trans-
portation! God is good. We are meeting this January to move forward on the creation of this minis-

try! IF YOU HAVE ANY DESIRE TO WORK ON CARS, LOVE CARS AND PEOPLE, FINANCES SURF
ING LEGAL ISSUES, AND CREATING THE POSSIBILITY FOR MEET TRANSPORTATION NEEDS F(
ERS THEN GOD IS CALLING YOU TO THIS MINISTRY!! Please join us!

Before her death, Lorna Peck began a connection with another body of -GhNSEAITH CHINESE
LUTHERAN and we've decided to continue her dream to build community with them. Rather than
traveling clear around the world to help spread love and the Word to the Chinese community we are
doing it right here in our own backyard. SEE MARTA'S REPORT FOR MORE INFORMATION AND HO
YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE BY CONNECTING OUR TWO CHURCH BODIES!

DAILY WORK, is an offering for people who are in need of finding a job and don't have the assets to
making that happen on their own OR access to learning about all the things that are involved in get-
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ting a job is a partnership we are pursuing with Christ the King LC, New Brighton. Read Marta's re-
port to find out more information regarding the ministry and how you can help! If you love people
and love to teach and are willing to work one on one with those to make a job happen than this is
where your heart belongs!!

These ministries are some of the places where you will find the body of Christ at it's best! Thank you
to those who gathered, to action and loved on God's behalf. This is where we become community
with one another and life takes on new and profound meaning, not only inside with our own church
community, but outside the walls of St Stephen. Whatever part of the body you wish to share your
talents and gifts they are essential for God's love to be known! We couldn't do it without you!!

THANK YOU for a wonderful year of 'being the body of Christ, HIS church' with me and for the op-
portunity to serve you in so many ways. Thanks to the staff, Pastor Jim, Jan Perkins, Patsy Olson,
Paul Swanson and Nancy Sullivan for their desire to make a huge difference for the body of Christ
AND TO YOU, ST STEPHEN, for the ways you've been the heart and joy of God, not only for me but
to the World.

Blessings and God's love,
Pastor Susan Schoon

St
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First and foremost | want express the deep appreciation | have fqr

yydzl 1]

aAyAaiNR ¢SHYasx

{Gd {GSLKSyQa {dFFFZ [/ 2dzy OAf
portantly you the congregationWhat a learning experience God has
provided me, it will serve me well in all facets of my life. It has hi
lighted my strengths but most importantly has pointed out my wepk-
nesses to provide me opportunities to grow and learn.

Thesongby BobDylan¢ KS G A YSa (K pretty mnk
captures the current state of the world in which we live. The worl
has gone global, what happens in a small town half way around the
earth could and can have a dramatic effect on what happens her
our own neighborhoods. This change along with the economic tuf-
moil has led people to having a sense of uncertainty or trepidatiop as
we transition into who knows what or where. Why do | mention thrs
in an annual report for our Church®elieve this is a time in history where God needs us to reach

out and touch others with our faith showing God has a plan for the world and that we will find

peace of mind, a feeling of security and that everything will be alright with His guidange.Ste-

LIKSYy Qa YA&aaAaAzy 2F ONAyYy3IAy3ad D2RQa t2¢0S (2 GKS |

' OKIFy3Ay33é

We are moving forward with our mission, for examplegroviding a helping hand and caring

through the Car Care Ministry, Neighbors Helping Neighbors, and Befrienders. Also, by the Health
Ministry and its information on healthy living and blood pressure checks, providing CPR training

and Faith Healing Services. We strengthen our faith with fellowship activities with the Fun Run,

Trunks & Treats, Nordic Walking, the progressive dinner, auction, quilting and OWLS. We share

our faith and the good news through the efforts of Dream Faith Puppets, Fools for Christ and the
many musical groups and choirs. | am very comfortable saying we are the musical church of White
Bear Lake. We have been blessed by many members who have the love of music. Talent is not re-
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ing after the Church and making it feel like home. Our crew of property volunteers who keep

things running. Our mission is global with our Tanzanian efforts. Continuous learning and faith
building is provided through Sunday school, Confirmation and Adult Forums. The common thread
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What have | learned?f we allow people to take ownership of a need and provide the support we
can do great thingsMy simple challenge i he Council as the leaders of the church and the con-
gregation need to continue to cultivate a culture of service and outreach to the community. We
have a great start but we can make it better by building stronger ministry teams to support and or-
ganize efforts. Itis my observation programs/events tend to succeed and flourish if they are driv-
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