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Join us IN PERSON (and invite others) on April 17th!

Easter Sunday
7:30am Sunrise Service

*9:30am Celebration Service & Choir Singing
(*also available online)

CHURCH MATTERS

We give to see a change in the World...
ONLINE GIVING THROUGH CHURCH WEBSITE:
Click on the donation button on our home page at www.ststephenwbl.org
(donations accepted via check, credit card, or debit card)

ONLINE GIVING FROM YOUR CELL PHONE:

If you wish to scan our QR code to make donations online, follow these simple steps:
1) Open the Play or App Store on your Android or iPhone. 2) Search for a FREE
QR Code reader. 3) Tap [INSTALL]. 4) Tap [ACCEPT]. 5) Open the app and line
up the camera frame with the QR code to scan. 6) Open the link to our donation
site (St Stephen Lutheran Church). 7) You can set up donations from your
checking, savings, or credit/debit card. 8) You can choose the frequency of your
donations: One time, Weekly, or Monthly. 9) You will have to set up a profile with your name,
address, phone, email, card or routing number, etc. and create a password.
Go to: http://www.ststephenwbl.org/impact/giving.cfm

DROP OFF:

In outside drop box, into office door mail slot, or during worship.

MAIL:

St. Stephen Lutheran Church,
1965 East County Road E., White Bear Lake, MN 55110

LEGACY GIFTS

Please contact an estate attorney if you with to leave a gift
to the church’s Endowment Fund.

SIMPLY GIVING:

This program enables you to give automatically through
Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) through your checking account.
For more information please contact Brad Wilm, at RuthaBradj@gmail.com

ELECTRONIC BILL PAY:

Easy and paperless—sign up with your bank

THRIVENT CHOICE:

Thrivent financial charitable fund. If you have investments or insurance with Thrivent
Financial, through the Thrivent Choice outreach program, you can direct funds to go to St.
Stephen at no cost to you! For more information and sign up, go to Thrivent Financial’s website
and click on Membership and Benefits. https://www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice/
or call 1-800-847-4836 and ask for: Thrivent Choice. (Must be done annually.)
At Thrivent, giving back has always been important to our members. Thrivent Financial for
Lutherans has provided more than $170 million through the Thrivent Choice®
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CHURCH MATTERS
Message from Pastor Jim regarding Partnered/
Shared Ministry with Redeemer Lutheran Church
This Fall we began partnering our Confirmation education with Redeemer
Lutheran Church. This partnering has gone exceedingly well -- making
the Confirmation class a size that creates energy and builds a community
that draws in young people. The youth involved are more engaged and
established as a youth group that they can feel good about. This has
worked so well that in February we began to partner out whole youth ministry program. A fresh vitality has been brought to both St. Stephen and
Redeemer. Part of the motivation for doing this has been the modest size
of each youth group and the increasing costs of staffing a Children’s and Youth Ministry
Program. Costs for both Churches have been significantly reduced. Because of the success of
this partnering both Churches are looking at other ways in which we can do shared ministry
that will enhance both St. Stephen and Redeemer’s vibrancy and allow for new ministry to
happen. On Good Friday our 7:00 pm worship service will be a joint worship service with
Redeemer, held here at St. Stephen. Both choirs will join together and a Readers Theatre,
comprised of members of both churches, will be the core of the service. Our Church Council is
putting together an ad hoc committee to explore other ways we can partner in ministry.
I believe this practice of partnering between congregations will create opportunities to flourish,
reduce costs, and more effectively bring God’s love to the world and our community. A concern
has been raised that this may be a precursor to a merger of our churches. This is NOT the case.
Both St. Stephen and Redeemer have vibrant, autonomous identities which we are committed to
maintain. But, if our churches are to survive in the 21st century we must find creative ways to
carry out our ministries and partnered ministry deserves exploration.

Who Does What?
The Treasurer and Financial Secretary are volunteers...
 Patsy Olson (Treasurer) does the following: processes bills, vouchers, assigns expenses to
accounts, designated fund accounts entries, makes checks, payroll, prepares all financial and
designated fund account reports, prepares and maintains budget, monitors church’s cash flow,
proofs ledger entries, prepares for audits, and reports to Church Council. Contact her at
treasurer@ststephenwbl.org.
 Brad Wilm (Financial Secretary) does the following: enters member contributions into a
database, sends out quarterly and year-end contribution statements, and processes Simply
(Electronic) Giving forms. Contact him at ruthabradj@gmail.com

Updated Covid Policy
The CDC currently (as of March 9, 2022) classified Ramsey County as low risk
for COVID-19. As such the MDH and CDC recommendations are:
 Masks are optional. You may choose to wear a mask at any time based on
your personal preference, even if others around you are not wearing masks.
 Consider wearing a mask if you are immunocompromised or at high risk or
frequently interact with someone with these conditions.
 If you are sick or test positive, please stay home and away from others.
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CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND FAMILIES
Faith Education Schedule

Collaborative Youth Ministry

SUNDAYS
4/3—Lenten Lesson
4/10—Palm Sunday
4/17—Holy Week & Easter / NO Classes
4/24—Road to Emmaus

Our middle and high school youth ministry is
working with five churches in the White Bear
Lake community (St. Stephen Lutheran, Redeemer Lutheran, Saint John in the Wilderness Episcopal, South Shore Trinity Lutheran, and the United Church of Christ) to create
a collaborative youth ministry. This allows us
to plan and carry out youth ministry activities
in a shared way, with a larger group of young
people. Please join us in praying for continued success of this collaborative youth
ministry. In addition to the Collaborative
Youth Ministry, we began (in October 2021)
partnering together with Redeemer in our
confirmation program, which has produced
wonderful benefits for the youth involved.

WEDNESDAYS
3/30—Lenten Lesson
3/30—First Communion Class
4/6—Lenten Lesson
4/13—Holy Week & Easter / NO Classes
4/20—Thomas
4/27—Road to Emmaus

Register NOW for Camp WAPO

First Communion Class (3/30)
If you have a child who would like to receive
their First Communion at the 7:00pm service
on Maundy Thursday, please make sure they
attend our preparatory First Communion
Class on Wednesday, March 30 (7:00-7:30pm).

Confirmation Class (4/2)
Confirmation class will be held at Redeemer
on Saturday, April 2 (9:00am).
Classes
alternate monthly between St. Stephen and
Redeemer for youth in grades 6 through 9.
The next class on May 7 will be held at St.
Stephen.
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Camp Night was a fun and successful evening
of campfire, food, crafts, games and learning
about summer camping opportunities at
Camp Wapo. If you’re planning on attending
camp, NOW is the time to register your
child/youth for camp
- online at
www.lakewapo.org. Wapo is operating at 50%
capacity and spots and weeks fill up fast.
St. Stephen has teamed up with Redeemer
this summer for Seeds Summer Camp
(completed Grades 1 – 3) June 17 – 19 and
Wapo Youth Camp (completed Grades 4 – 8)
June 19 – 24. If these dates don’t work for
you or the week fills up other dates can be attended. St. Stephen has camperships available; $100.00 for Seeds weekend camp and
$225.00 for Youth week long camp. We’ll also
be doing a Heggie’s
Pizza fundraiser in April
and other financial help
is
available.
Any
questions, need help or
assistance talk to Paul
Schultz (651-238-0610).
Sign-up NOW!
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WORSHIP

Palm
Sunday
(4/10)

This time of special devotion and humble repentance
prepares us for the glorious good news of Easter.
Lunch: soup & salad Meal: soup & sandwich

Service
w/Communion
(9:30am)

Holy Week
Wednesday
(4/13)

All activities and
programming,
including the
community meal,
are on break on
Wednesday, April
13 for Holy Week.

GAP
Worship &
Community
Meal
Resumes
(4/20)

Join us (and invite
others) to attend
our Wednesday
casual Grace &
Praise (GAP)
worship service
(6:00-6:45pm) and
Community Meal
(5:30-6:00pm) in
the Fellowship
Hall.
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HAPPENINGS & OPPORTUNITIES
WW Lunch Bunch (3/29)
Widows and widowers are
invited to join our group for
lunch on the last Tuesday of
each month (11:30am). On
March 29, we’ll meet at the
Outback Steakhouse (1770
Beam Ave, Maplewood, MN
55109). RSVP (required) by
Sunday, March 27 by contacting Judee
Bramscher (651-269-6122).

Soup &
Sandwich Chef
Needed (3/30,
4/6, 4/20, 4/27)
We are in need of
volunteers to prepare,
cook, serve, and clean-up our Wednesday
evening community meals (SOUP &
SANDWICHES) for 20 people on the following
dates: 3/30, 4/6, 4/20, 4/27. Mealtime is 5:306:00pm before our Lenten Worship Services.
CHOOSE ONE or as many Wednesdays as
you like.
We reimburse up to $50 for
groceries. Please SIGN UP in the kitchen or
contact Tami in the church office
(office@ststephenwbl.org or 651-777-1107).

Fellowship Group
If you wish to join in the
small group that gathers on
Wednesdays in the narthex
at 10:30am, contact Judee
Bramscher at 651-269-6122.

Braided Bread Pick-up (4/9)
Bread will be available for
pick-up on Saturday, April
9 at the Smith’s house
(1817 Richard Court, White
Bear Lake) from 9:0011:00am.
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Content Deadline
for May Newsletter

The deadline for items going into the May
Steppingstone Newsletter is on Sunday,
April 10th. Please submit items to Tami at
office@ststephenwbl.org

Retiree’s Breakfast (4/14)

Attention all retirees! You
are invited to join other
retirees from church for
breakfast
(Thurs/9:0010:00am) at Perkins in
Maplewood on County
Road D.

Quilting Group
(4/21, 4/22, 4/28, 4/29)
The quilting group will be
meeting in the A/B Room
(9:00am-3:00pm)
on
Thurs-4/21, Fri-4/22, Thurs4/28, and Fri-4/29 to make quilts for battered
women’s shelters, homeless shelters, and the
Holly Boutique. Quilts will be on display in
the sanctuary on Sunday, May 22nd and
offered for sale as a fundraiser.

God’s Word
God’s Word meets in the Library on
Thursdays (1:00-2:00pm). We are studying
the book “Traveling Light” by Max Lucado.

Come, Now Is the Time
to Sing In the Choir
Choir members and anyone who may wish to
join the choir are invited
back to the church on
Wednesdays (7:00pm) for
practice. If you wish to
participate or have any
questions, contact Kari at
ballatahosmer@gmail.com
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HAPPENINGS & OPPORTUNITIES
WW Lunch Bunch (4/26)
Widows and widowers are
invited to join our group for
lunch on the last Tuesday of
each month (11:30am). Contact Judee Bramscher (651269-6122) for information
about our April gathering.

Nordic Walking ??
John Strand is considering restarting our Tuesday evening Nordic
Walking Club but only if people
show an interest in it. Please let him
know (xcstrand@aol.com or 651-2336309). If enough interest, it will go on the
church calendar. For more information, google
“St Stephen Nordic Walking” See an example
of past sites and more info on Nordic Walking.

Neighbors Helping Neighbors
((( BAG Sale )))
Neighbors Helping Neighbors (NHN) is
having a BAG SALE March 29 through April
2. Fill a bag for only $5. Beginning April 5th,
clothing for spring and
summer will be available
for purchase.
NHN is
OPEN Tues/Wed/Thurs
(10am-4pm)
and
Sat
(10am-1pm).

Psalms for Ordinary Time
Pastor Juli has recorded
Psalms (on YouTube) to be
enjoyed via our website.
There are two (AM & PM)
Psalms for each day of the
week. Visit www.StStephenWBL.org. On our
home page under THE WORD and “Psalms
for Daily Prayer”, click onto “Continue Reading” and onto the link for the current day and
time (or just click onto the image here).
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Pastor-led Bible Study
Led by Pastor Jim Woodruff
(we are studying Acts of the
Apostles) Wednesdays
(9:00-10:00am) in the library.

Male Representative Needed
for Synod Assembly
We are looking for a male representative
from St. Stephen to attend this year’s Synod
Assembly on Friday and Saturday, May 13-14
at St. Andrews in Mahtomedi. Visit
https://spas-elca.org/events/synodassembly/2022-synod-assembly/ for more
information. Please contact the church office
at 651-777-1107 or office@ststephenwbl.org if
you are interested in attending.

Looking Ahead
 May 7 Spring Church Clean-up Day
 May 22 Volunteer Appreciation Day,
Quilts for Sale, and
Ice Cream Sundae
 July 24 Luminary Sunday
 July 27 Luminary Wednesday
 Sept 11 Rally Day & Community Picnic
 Oct. 1
Blessing of the Animals
 Oct. 8
Music Festival & Auction
 Oct. 30 Rite of Confirmation
 Nov. 6 All Saints Remembrance
 Nov. 12 Holly Boutique & Bake Sale
 Dec. 17 Living Nativity

Getting Dates Onto the 2022
Church Calendar
Please contact Tami in the church office at
office@ststephenwbl.org or 651-777-1107 to
get all special
events, gatherings,
meetings, groups,
etc. onto the
church’s 2022
calendar.
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LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE FOR UKRAINE
The Situation: On Feb. 24, Russian forces invaded
Ukraine, launching land, sea and air attacks. Over
three million civilians are seeking refuge in Poland,
Moldova, Slovakia, Romania and Hungary.
Thousands of civilians have been killed in the
conflict so far, and damage to civilian infrastructure
has left hundreds of thousands of people without
water or electricity. Ukrainian men of military age
(18-60) are forbidden to leave the country, so most of
those fleeing the violence are
women and children. Ukrainians
fleeing their homes need shelter
and such basic necessities as food,
water and toiletries.
Our Response:
Lutheran Disaster Response is
accompanying our companions in
Ukraine, Hungary, Poland and
Slovakia, as well as such
ecumenical partners as Lutheran
World Federation and Church
World Service, in their
humanitarian responses to the
crisis. These partners provide
refugees with immediate support
and supplies such as food,
blankets, water and hygiene kits.
Ways to Help:
 Please pray for those in Ukraine,
Russia and neighboring countries
that have been affected by the
crisis in Ukraine. May God's
healing presence give them peace
and hope in their time of need.
 Use the form to the left to mail
in a donation for the Lutheran
Disaster Response to the ELCA
(see address on form).
D o n a t e
directly
to
“Eastern Europe Crisis Response”
at https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-andDevelopment/Lutheran-Disaster-Response/OurImpact/Eastern-Europe-Crisis-Response

 Donate to the Ukrainian
American Community Center at
https://uaccmn.org
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PRAYERS
Jesus said “My Father’s House shall be a House of Prayer.”
Help Keep Us Informed

Please help keep us informed of any concerns that you would like our congregation
to be praying about, including those serving in the military and any deaths among
family members, by contacting the church office at 651-777-1107 or
office@StStphenWBL.org

APPRECIATION
 Thank you to all who have made lunches and meals on
Wednesdays throughout Lent.
 Thank you to Kathy & Milt Anderson (pictured right) for
making coffee EVERY SUNDAY!
 Thank you to all the office volunteers who have kept the
office functioning while Tami was on vacation.
 Thank you to Judee Bramscher for organizing the
Fellowship Group, WW Lunch Bunch, Retiree’s
Breakfasts, and OWL’s events!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Do You Wish to Be
Baptized?

If you wish to be (or have your
child) baptized,
please contact the church office at
651-777-1107 or
office@StStephenWBL.org

National Lutheran Choir
The National Lutheran Choir not only will we return to live concerts,
but will continue with virtual content to create a complete NLC
experience; bringing music to everyone, everywhere, no matter what.
Be sure to follow their social channels (NLC.com and/or @NLChoir)
for updates and announcements for the new season!
Below are concert dates for the 2022 season.
 Tour to the Pacific Northwest - April 22 & 23, 2022
 Spring Concert - Sunday, May 1, 2022
Steppingstone Newsletter ▪ April 2022
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The Steppingstone
Newsletter…
Is distributed monthly. If you have any items
for the May issue, please send them to
office@ststephenwbl.org by Sunday, April 10.
Newsletters are also available in the
narthex information racks or via email.
Please let us know if you have
a change of address so that we can
update our mailing list.

Staff

Council & Leadership

Lead Pastor ▪ James Woodruff
jamesawoodruff@ststephenwbl.org

President, Fellowship, and Staff Relations
Mira Stearns—miradawn.stearns@icloud.com

Visitation Pastor ▪ Juli Thompson
visitation@ststephenwbl.org

Vice President, Congregational
& Community Care
Marla Amborn—Amborn@visi.com

~~~
Children & Families Ministry Director ▪
Paul Schultz
childrenmin@ststephenwbl.org

Previous President, Property
Ken Smith—klsmith@mmm.com

Communication & Administrative
Coordinator ▪ Tami Heart
office@ststephenwbl.org

Adult Learning Vacant
Children & Families Vacant

Custodians ▪ Greg McGuiggan and Paul Swanson

Evangelism
Judee Bramscher—freddiebram@comcast.net

Digital Ministry Director ▪ Zach VanDyke
zrv10000@gmail.com

Finance & Stewardship Vacant

GAP Worship Director ▪ Justin Woodruff
jwoodruff@homfurniture.com

Financial Secretary
Brad Wilm—RuthaBradj@gmail.com

Nursery Caregiver ▪ Lisa Klingbeil

Mission and Benevolence
Pastor Jim Woodruff—
jamesawoodruff@ststephenwbl.org

Organist ▪ Cindy Bittner
Cindy_bittner@comcast.net
Senior Choir Accompanist ▪ Cindy Bittner
Cindy_bittner@comcast.net
Senior Choir Director ▪ Kari Ballata
ballatahosmer@yahoo.com
Social Media Administrator ▪ Andrew Bjork
office@ststephenwbl.org
Wedding Coordinator ▪ Missy Kneip
mothergoose2954@yahoo.com
Youth & Families Ministry Director ▪ Melissa Whitman
mwhitman@redeemerwhitebear.org
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Church Council Secretary Vacant
Treasurer
Patsy Olson—joellyo@netscape.net
Worship & Music
Betsy Clark—eaclark001@comcast.net
Youth & Families
John Rohr—johnrohr@comcast.net

Church Office Hours

Monday-Thursday 9am-3pm; Friday 9am-Noon
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www.StStephenWBL.org  office@ststephenwbl.org  651-777-1107
St Stephen Lutheran Church
1965 East County Rd E
White Bear Lake, MN 55110

Sundays

Blended Worship Service
& Faith Ed 9:30am IN-PERSON
(also live-streamed and online)

Wednesdays

Grace & Praise Casual Worship
& Faith Ed 6:00pm IN-PERSON
(Community Meal at 5:30pm, $5/pp)

April Calendar
4/2

Faith Ed: Confirmation (Redeemer, Sat/9:00am)

4/6

Pastor’s Bible Study (Wed/9:00am) also 20 & 27th

4/6

Fellowship Group (Wed/10:30am) also 13, 20, & 27th

4/6

Lent Service (Wed/12:00pm) & Lenten Lunch (12:30pm)

4/6

Lenten Meal (Wed/5:30pm) & Lent Worship (6:00pm)

4/7

Worship & Music Meeting (Online, Thurs/7:00-8:00pm)

4/10 Content Deadline for April Steppingstone (Sun)
4/10 Braided Bread (Tanzania Fundraiser) PICK-UP (Sun)
4/11 Church Council Meeting (Online, Mon/7:00-9:00pm)
4/14 Retiree’s Breakfast (Thurs/9:00-10:00am)
4/14 Maundy Thursday Service w/Communion (12noon)
4/14 Maundy Thursday Service w/Fools Drama (7:00pm)
4/14 First Communion (Thurs/7:00pm)
4/15 Good Friday Service (12noon)
4/15 Good Friday Service w/Joint Choirs Singing (7:00pm)
4/17 Easter Sunrise Service (Sun/7:30am)
4/17 Easter Festival Service w/Choir Singing (Sun/9:30am)
4/20 Community Meal RESUMES (Wed/5:30pm)
4/20 Grace & Praise (GAP) Worship RESUMES (Wed/6:00pm)
4/21 Quilting Group (Thurs/9:00am-3:00pm) also 28th
4/22 Quilting Group (Fri/9:00am-3:00pm) also 29th
4/21 May Steppingstone Distribution Day (Thurs/10:00am)
4/26 WW Lunch Bunch (Tues/11:30am)
4/28 Mary Magdalene Circle (Thurs/6:00-7:30pm)

