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God'’s love to the world.

The Fools for Christ Drama Ministry proudly presents our 13th Annual... February, 2020

Wmter Dinner Theater

The Evening

v N ‘W "Come Fly Away” Includes:

5:30pm: Appetizers
Fools For Christ 6:00pm: Showtime!

Amazing multi-course
dinner (Jodie Millard
returns as Head
Chef!)

Original Play
Live Music
Door Prizes

Great fun
& fellowship

Tickets $18

Watch for ticket sales
in the narthex
- Or -
Reserve your tickets
at www.

foolsdrama.com
Friday & Saturday, February 21 & 22 [tickets



CHURCH MATTERS

Ways to Financially Support the Ministries of St. Stephen:

ONLINE GIVING FROM YOUR CELL PHONE
If you wish to scan the QR code located on bulletins and
make donations online, follow these simple steps:
Open the Play or App Store on your Android or iPhone.
Search for a FREE QR Code reader.
Tap [INSTALL]. Tap [ACCEPT].
Open the app and line up the camera frame with the QR code to scan.
Open the link to our donation site (St Stephen Lutheran Church).
You can set up donations from your checking, savings, or credit/debit card.
You can choose the frequency of your donations: One time, Weekly, or Monthly.
You will have to set up a profile with your name, address, phone, email,
card or routing number, etc. and create a password.
Please contact Tami in the church office if you have any questions.
651-777-1107 or office@ststephenwbl.org

[=]3E

WEBSITE:
Click on the donation button on our home page at www.ststephenwbl.org
(donations accepted via check, credit card, or debit card)

WEEKLY OFFERING ENVELOPES:
Contact Brad Wilm at RuthaBradj@gmail.com if you need envelopes.
Drop off in the church office door mail slot or place into an offering plate during worship
(donations accepted via cash or check)

MAIL:
Simply return the self -addressed envelope gnclosed in this newsletter )
or drop it in the offering plate during worship!
(donations accepted via cash or check)

SIMPLY GIVING:
This program enables you to give automatically through
Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) through your checking account.
For more information please contact Brad Wilm, at RuthaBradj@gmail.com

ELECTRONIC BILL PAY:
Easy and paperlessii sign up with your bank

THRIVENT CHOICE:
Thrivent financial charitable fund. If you have investments or insurance with Thrivent
Financial, through the Thrivent Choice outreach program, you can direct funds to go to St.
Stephen atno costtoyou! For mor e i nformation and sign
and click on Membership and Benefits. https://www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice/
or call 1 -800-847-4836 and ask for: Thrivent Choice.  (Must be done annually.)
At Thrivent, giving back has always been important to our members. Thrivent Financial for
Lutherans has provided more than $170 million through the Thrivent Choice®
program to help congregations, educational institutions and other nonprofit organizations.

Thrivent Choice |l ets you recommend where

charitable outreach funds go by directing Choice Dollars®

up,
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CHURCH MATTERS

Message from Church Council President

Thanks to everyone who attended the annual 8 Which of our individual
congregational meeting this week. As usual, funds are we most willing
in addition to being a major gathering event to support with our gifts?
for fellowship, the annual meeting was a 8 Which ministries and
forum for addressing t hpeogramsh ur c hé s
important business matters. 8 What programs are least
important?
This yeards business ®abotwe feél ouri chuech lkeati€rs sper@l our
serious discussion about our church finances, gifts wisely?
tossing around expressions like budget deficit & How do we feel about pledging, special
and cash flow and additional income needed . funding appeals, and financial vehicles
We talked about how deficits in our operating such as endowments?

fund affect our ability to spend money from

another fund fi the capital fund fi for needed  The answers to these and other questions will
improvements and how we need to solve this help us identify Waﬁs we might better meet

and other probl ems. Weduk ®tmembehebegi i sgepsefe
The first step involves all of us. We would like It's the beginning, but certainly not the end,
to learn more about our giving attitudes. in our efforts to improve our finances. Look

To accomplish this, we intend to conduct a for more information to follow.
survey to gain our views about church giving.

There are several questions to ask. Ted Field, Church Council President

APPRECIATION

From Past or Thadklyotiv€ry much to all those in the congregation who
contributed to the Pastords Christmas gi ft. You:l
reflection of the care you feel toward this congregation as well as me. | am thankful to be

serving in a place that so regularly expresses that care to each other, our staff, and your

pastors. May God continue to richly bless each of you and the community of St. Stephen.

From Pastor Thawkl ly€u so much to everyone wh
Christmas gift. The support and kindness throughout the year make being part of this
community a huge blessing. | wish everyone a joyous and Christ -filled new year!

Christmas Clean -up Day... Thankyou to Kathy & Milt Anderson, Dan Ford, JoAnn
Hondlik, Dave Keller, Bill Kneip, Cheryl Skrypez, and Diane & Paul Swanson for putting away

all the Christmas decorations, taking out the wreathes and trees, and cleaning up the church!
We had a great crew!! Thank you to Karen Smith for putting away the inner -office nativity
scenes and to Ted Field, Dan Ford, Bill Kneip, Jeff Lemon, and Dan Ruth for taking down the
outdoor nativity creche.

From Winifred Mm@ the kadiesaf $.65tephen Church! | would like to
thank you for the delicious Christmas cooki es. I
anymore! Thank you so very much! Happy New Year.
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APPRECIATION

Monday Of fi ce Tidneybu i8nEll Beler and Bonnie
Stewart for being our Monday office volunteers! We appreciate their smiles,
skills, and enthusiasm!

Treasur eTharéyou to volunteer Treasurer, Patsy Olson, for being

a good steward of the churchds finan@-

Bo ok k e e p e Thak you to Brad Wilm for all that he does with
getting out our quarterly statements! Your behind -the-scenes work is very
appreciated!

Count e rmtsah k you to our counters fo

Ar t Gr ou T[Daék you to Ted Field for leading the Art Group of St.
Stephen on the second Wednesday of every month (10:00am -12noon) and
being on hand for artistic advice and interesting conversation.

Annual Me e thankiyogteall who submitted reports, brought
pot-luck desserts, prepared for, and attended our annual meeting!

Al | Musi c S thankd/od & &@r Senior Choir (Kari
Ballata Hosmer, Director), Organist Cindy Bittner, and Revival Band
(Paige Carter, Director) for sharing their musical talents with us during
worship on January 12th!

Ted Fi el d and Fheinit y6u & Te®FBIdEfor
talking to folks during a forum on
for new furnaces.

Li ving N a t Thank youtto ¥l ®ho participated in our 27th
Annual Living Nativity. This important outreach event is instrumental
in celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ with the wider community.

w
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WORSHIP

§ Sun-2/2:
§ Sun-2/2:
§ Sun-2/9:
8 Sun-2/9:
8 Sun-2/16:
§ Sun-2/16:
§ Sun-2/23:
8 Sun-2/23:

Let 0s

oWoul d

Sundays in February

grow our church fami/l
I t 0s easy as

you | i ke come to

Youth Service  w/Communion (8:30am)

Renew w/Communion and Revival (10:30am)

New Member Sunday / Traditions w/Communion (8:30am)

New Member Sunday / Renew w/Revival (10:30am)

Traditions w/Communion (8:30am)

Renew w/Communion and Revival (10:30am)

Traditions w/Communion (8:30am)

Renew w/Revival (10:30am)

as
t o

New Member

Sunday
February 9

Invite Friends, Family, and Neighbors

Contemporary
Worship Service

1 5:15-5:45pmfi Community Meal
1 6:00-6:45pmfi GAP Casual Worship Service

| 1 6:00-6:45pmfi Preschool thru Grade 1

NG PIOES | 9 7:00-7:45pmf The Buzz Grades 2 thru 4

9 7:00-7:45pmfi The Way Pre -Confirmation
Grades 5 thru 6

Wednesdays

6:00pm

9 7:00-8:00pmfi Confirmation
9 7:00-8:00pmifi Choir Rehearsal

Ash Wednesday
Services (2/26)

Please join us for special Ash

Wednesdays
During Lent

A Wednesdays!

New Member

Wednesday
February 5

1 7:00-8:00pmi High School Youth Group Grades 9 thru 12

(C3{34é ?3/11, 3/18, 3/25, 4/1)
From ancient times the season of

Lent has been kept as a time of special
devotion, self -denial, and humble repentance
born of a faithful heart and prepares us for the
glorious good news of Easter.
Join us and invite others :

Lenten Service (noon) & Lunch (12:45)
Meal (5:15) & Worship (6:00)

Wednesday servi
(12:00-12:45pm) and (6:00 -
7:00pm) as we begin a holy season of prayer-

ful and penitential reflection. We place

ashes (burnt palms from last year) on our
foreheads as a sign of repentance to God.

(Note: NO MEAL TODAY before service.)
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CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND FAMILIES

Children, Youth, and Families

we need
OLUNTELER.

During the summer months we run a successful Summer Stretch Program serving
1st through 4th graders. Due to lack of adult volunteers we are at risk of not
being able to run this program. If you are interested in helping as a
driver/chaperone throughout the program please see Melissa Whitman.

UPCOMING

bl

;'_:.ff’-‘*“

February 2
Soupder Bowl
March 1
Registration begins for
Children & Youth
Programming

Watch for VBS
info this month!

SQUMMER £
Summer

Of Peogramsg
Guide

March 1st, we will be
releasing the Children
and Youth Summer
Programs Guide.
Check out all of the
activities we will be
offering throughout
the summer!
Registration will also
be open this day.

W Lake waeocasser

Retreats
CANCELLED

Due to a lack
of registrations,
the Camp Wapo
Retreat for grades 5 -8
on February 21 -23
and the Lake Wapo
Retreat for grades 2 -4
on February 22 -23
have been cancelled.

Steppingstone

News!|l etter

February
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HAPPENINGS & OPPORTUNITIES

Soupber Bowl
Thank you for your free -will
donations (collected after
worship services) and cans of
soup for the White Bear Area
Emergency Food Shelf to help
our neighbors in need.

OF CARING

New Member Orientation (2/3)
Please join us on Monday, ¥ s 2
February 3 (7:00 -8:00pm) for ‘

an informal gathering as we WED{/OME

share dessert and answer any "\ .\ veveer 4

questions you may have about ﬂRIENTATlQﬂ

membership or the community
of St. Stephen Lutheran Church

New Members Received
u — (2/5 & 2/9)

New members will be received

on Wednesday, Feb. 5 and on
WEL{’OME Sunday, Feb. 9. If you have

\ any questions, please contact
MEW MEMBEB@ Pastor Jim at 651 -777-1107 or
jamesawoodruff@ststephenwbl.org
Sarah Circle Bible 4
Study (2/7) p '%
Sarah Circle is ©gial
study & fellowship group that e
meets on the first Friday of each
month (12:00 -1:30pm). If you are interested
in joining the group, please contact Eileen
Ranalls at nrmeil@hotmail.com or 651 -407-
2878.

Temporary Organist / Choir

Accompanist

We are seeking an organist and choir accom-

panist for three -and-a-half months (mid -
March through June, 2020), four to six hours
per week. Please help us spread the word fi a
printable flyer is available on our website at:
http://www.ststephenwbl.org/Temp_Organist_

2020_Printable_Flyer.pdf

Church Council (2/10)
Monday (7:00-9:00pm) in the library.

Steppingstone Newsletter

Of f e rArt@rqup (2/22) 2)

February

If you like to draw, sketch,
paint, or doodle, bring a
project to work on and join
the Art Group of St
Stephen in the library on st S‘CPhe"

the second Wednesday of the month
(10:00am-12noon). All ages and skill -levels
are welcome as we talk and share ideas.

Retireeos
Retirees are invited to join others
from church for breakfast
(Thurs/9:00 -10:00am) at Perkins
in Maplewood on County Road D.

\'(\._l .

!?

Breakf a

President s Day
The church office is closed February 17 in
observance of President 0:¢
are Mon -Thurs 9 -3 and Fri 9 -noon.

poy OWLOSs Luncheon
m Please join the OWLS (Older Wiser

" oms | Lutherans) on Thursday, Feb. 20

e (11:30am) at the VFW (4496 Lake

Ave S) in White Bear Lake. Please
RSVP by Sunday, Feb. 16th by signing up in

the narthex or contacting Judee Bramscher

at 651-269-6122.

N thrm

1e n 5 s WW,Lgnch Bunch (2/25)

Widows and widowers are invited
to join our group for lunch on the
last Tuesday of each month
(11:30am). On
me et at Mad Jac Kk}
Rd. E, Vadnais Heights, MN '

55127). RSVP (required) by Sunday, Feb.
23rd to Judee Bramscher (651 -269-6122).

Quilting in February
Please join us in making quilts for battered
women shelters, homeless ; :
shelters, the Holly j@f
Boutique, and to support ==
this important ministry.
We meet in the A -B Room
(9:00am-3:00pm) on Mon - S
2/17, Tues-2/18, Thurs -
2/27, and Fri -2/28.

2020
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HAPPENINGS & OPPORTUNITIES

Sign Up to be a

Ministry Disciple
Please consider being a greeter, /
usher, and/or lector (reader) on
Sundays. Simply sign up (in the narthex on
the table near the Welcoming Jesus woodcarv-
ing in the 3 -ring binder). Choose a date &
time and fill out a reminder card for yourself.

Volunteering to Make Coffee

If you enjoy Fellowship Hour and
coffee on Sundays, you might
[ consider volunteering to make
Sponsor Sunday SNACKS!
Fellowship Hour is a great time @

coffee or clean up after. Simply
visit the kitchen!

to visit while enjoying treats

(snacks) with your cup of coffee. ===

Snacks include cookies, bars, ,m @v
donuts, cupcakes, muffins, fruits, s e 4
crackers and cheese. We seek - N

one or two sponsors each week.

There are two ways to sponsor: 1) bring in
snacks. 2) donate $20 or $40 and the church
will provide the snacks. Sponsors will be
listed in the Sunday bulletin, along with the
reason why they are sponsoring. Please sign
up and/or get envelopes (in the narthex on the
table near the Welcoming Jesus woodcarving).

Who Does What?

The Treasurer and Financial Secretary are

volunteers...

§ Patsy Olson (Treasurer) does the following:
processes bills, vouchers, assigns expenses
to accounts, designated fund accounts
entries, makes checks, payroll, prepares all
financial and designated fund account
reports, prepares and maintains budget,
monitors <churchos
entries, prepares for audits, and reports to
Church Council. Contact her at
treasurer@ststephenwbl.org .

8§ Brad Wilm  (Financial Secretary) does the
following: enters member contributions into
a database, sends out quarterly and year -
end contribution statements, and processes
Simply (Electronic) Giving forms. Contact
him at ruthabradj@gmail.com

COME JOIN OUR

cash

Sponsoring Sunday

Altar Flowers
Choose your favorite Sunday (in
honor, celebration, or in memory of
a special person and/or event) on
the sheet (in the narthex on the table near the
Welcoming Jesus woodcarving). Donations are
$20/one vase or $40/two vases. You can take
the flowers home with you following the ser-
vice or leave them for others to enjoy. Simply

choose your date, fill out the Sunday Altar
Flowers envelope, include your donation, and
drop in the church office door mail slot or of-
fering plate during worship, or mail back to
the church.

Food Shelf Collection " Y

Sundays & Wednesdays
The White Bear Area Emergency
Food Shelf receives our monthly e
collection of food items. On the LAST
Sunday/Wednesday  of each month,
please take home a GREEN BAG (located in
the narthex), fill it up with food , and bring it
back the next week, which will be the FIRST
Sunday/Wednesday

ST. STEPHEN
e oA

Faithfully Fit Forever
Mall Walking

We meet at the southeast
entrance of the Maplewood Mall

on Tuesdays (5:30-6:30pm), NSLAO
Thursdays (5:30 -6:30pm), and m
Saturdays (8:00-9:00am).

Join us!

Pastor -led Bible Study
.,E Please join us in the library on
) Wednesdays (9:00-10:00am)!
'tm(Weﬁre current |l
y Revelations)

f l(gomnglr oof s
the Choir!

If you are interested in sing-
ing with the church choir, con-
tact Kari Ballata Hosmer at
ballatahosmer@yahoo.com or
the church office. Rehearsals @&
are on Wednesdays (7:00- A2
8:00pm).

| edger
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PRAYERS

Jesus said oMy Fatherods House shal

From t he JBsasoCalling 6

Enjoying Peace In His Presence by Sarah Young (January 8)

Softly | announce My Presence. Shimmering hues of radiance tap gently at your
consciousness, seeking entrance. Though | have all Power in heaven and on earth, | am
infinitely tender with you. The weaker you are, the more gently | approach you. Let your
weakness be a door to My Presence. Whenever you feel inadequate, remember that | am
your ever-present Help. Hope in Me, and you will be protected from depression and self -pity.
Hope is like a golden cord connecting you to heaven. The more you cling to this cord, the
more | bear the weight of your burdens; thus, you are lightened. Heaviness is not of My
kingdom. Cling to hope, and My rays of Light will reach you through the darkness.

- Psalm 46:1; Romans 12:12; Romans 15:13

Prayers Have Been Requested

£
V 4 ¥ 4

\A !/ _’.::"

v:.\ 2,

N

™

Grief
Support
Group

(2/5)

Please join
others in the
library (7:00 -

8:00pm) on

the first
Wednesday of

each month
for our Grief
Group led by
Jenny

Nordahl.

Walk -ins
are welcome.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Death of Herbert Chilstrom

@ - Presiding Bishop Emeritus Herbert W. Chilstrom died on January 19. He was the

% first presiding bishop of the ELCA. In a message from The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton,
Presiding Bishop of the ELCA, she reflected on the early days when the ELCA was just getting
started at the Lutheran Center i no furniture, files in boxes, phones on floor, card tables and
folding chairs. Despite a corporate executive telling him that it would never work, here we are
thirty -three years later. Bishop Chilstrom pressed forward with the conviction that is was
Godds will to raise up an ELCA witness to the
the only Bible some people read. o I't was her
the grace of God. Prior to becoming the first Presiding Bishop of the ELCA, Bishop Chilstrom
served as Bishop of the Minnesota Synod of the LCA.
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GENERAL INFORMATION

In This Issue

Church Matters (2 -3)
Appreciation (3 -4)
Worship (5)

Children, Youth, and Families (6)
Happenings & Opportunities (7 -8)
Prayers (9)
Announcements (10)
General Information (11)
Calendar (back cover)

The Steppingstone
News |

Is distributed monthly. If you have any items
for the March issue, please send them to
office@ststephenwbl.org by Monday, Feb. 10.
The March issue will be mailed out on
Tuesday, February 25.
Newsletters are also available in the
narthex information racks or via email.
Please let us know if you have
a change of address so that we can
update our mailing list.

Staff

Lead Pastor = James Woodru
jamesawoodruff@ststephenwbl.org

Visitation Pastor = J ul i
visitation@ststephenwbl.org

Bel | Choir
Vacant

Children, Youth & Families Ministry Director =
Melissa Whitman —youthdirector@ststephenwbl.org

Communication & Administrative
Coordinator = T a mi
office@ststephenwbl.org

Custodians = Bob

Faith Formation Director
tedfield@ststephenwbl.org

Heart

and
Fi el

Bl umberg
Ted

Thomp s

Directo

Council & Leadership

F President, Children & Families, and Staff Relations
Ted Field—tedfield@ststephenwbl.org

Past-president and Fellowship
Betsy Clark—eaclarkO01@comcast.net

Adult Learning
g Cheryl Skrypez —cskrypez@gmail.com

Evangelism
Paul Colaizy —jage_c@comcast.net

Finance and Stewardship
Jessica Rotschafer —rots0006@umn.edu

Financial Secretary
Brad Wilm —RuthaBradj@gmail.com

S WMigziéntaAd Benevolence
Pastor Jim Woodruff —
jamesawoodruff@ststephenwbl.org

¢

P aul
d

. . Property
GAP Wor s hi p JustinWeodruffo r d .
origintmaker13@comcast.net Ted Schaff —schaffhousel@gmail.com
. . . . Church Council Secretary
Nursery Caregiver = Li sa Kl ingheil Teri Cinis—tacwed2@gmail.com
Organist = Cindy Bittner Congregational & Community Care
Cindy_bittner@comcast.net Floyd Redepenning —fredepenning@hotmail.com
Renew Worship Director = Pastor Juli Thompson —isitation@ststephenwbl.org
Paige Carter paige.c.carter@gmail.com Treasurer
Senior Choir Accompanist = Ci ndy Bi t/t ne r PatsyOlson—joellyo@netscape.net
Cindy_bitther@comcast.net Worship & Music
Senior Choir Director = Kari Bal |l at a H@¥hfgnporn —Randy.Amborn@gmail.com

ballatahosmer@yahoo.com

Social Media Administrator
office@ststephenwbl.org

Wedding Coordinator Mi s sy
mothergoose2954@yahoo.com

Andrew B

Kne

Youth & Families
or k Jodie Millard —jmillard27 @hotmail.com

j
i 1 Church Office Hours

Monday -Thursday 9am -3pm; Friday 9am -Noon
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Qe serevumemorss  \NhQt's,
www. StStephenWBLtogffice @ststephenwbl:o&b 17771107 | H O ppe n I n g

St Stephen Lutheran Church

1965 East County Rd E

: Sundays Wednesdays
White Bear Lake, MN 55110 8:3Qw Traditions Worship 5:15v Community Meal

9:3@w Education/Fellowship  6:00u Grace & Praise Worship
10:30v Renew Worship 7:00v Education Hour

February Calendar

22 Soupder Bowl Of fering (Sun)

2/2  Youth Service w/Communion (Sun/8:30am)

2/3 New Member Orientation (Mon/7:00 -8:00pm)

2/5 New Members Received (Wed/6:00pm)

2/5  Grief Support Group (Wed/7:00 -8:00pm)

2/7  Sarah Circle (Fri/12:00 -1:30pm)

2/9 New Members Received (Sun/8:30am & 10:30am)

2/10 Content Deadline for March Steppingstone (Mon)

2/10 Church Council Meeting (Mon/7:00 -9:00pm)

2/12 Art Group of St. Stephen (Wed/10:00am -12:00pm)

2/12 Ki d6s Cl| ub/ Mu6(Wed/h:®x5380pm)s 2

2/12 Youth Leadership/Music/Grades 7 -12 (Wed/5:30-6:00pm)

2113 Retireeds Break10®0Gm) ( Thurs/ 9: 00
2114 Val entineds Day (Fri)

217 Presi dent 6s Day [/ Church Office C
2/17 Quilting Group (Mon/9:00am -3:00pm)

2/18 Quilting Group (Tues/9:00am -3:00pm)

2/18 Worship & Music Meeting (Tues/7:00 -8:00pm)

2/20 OWLds Luncheon at VFW (Thurs/ 11: 3
2/23 Camp/Lake Wapo Retreat Ends/Grades 2 -8 (Sun/1:00pm)

2/21 Fools for Christ Winter Dinner Theater (Fri/5:30  -8:30pm)

2/22 Fools for Christ Winter Dinner Theater (Sat/5:30  -8:30pm)

225 WW Lunch Bunch at Mad Jackds (Tue
2/26 Women in Ministry Meeting (Wed/10:15am -12:15pm)

2/26 Ash Wednesday Services (12noon & 6:00pm)

2/27 Quilting Group (Thurs/9:00am -3:00pm)

2/28 Quilting Group (Fri/9:00am -3:00pm)



