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Ash Wednesday Services
March 6

(Noon & 6:00pm)

The Season of Lent
Wednesdays... March 13 - April 10

2 Services:

Service (Noon) & Lunch (12:45pm)
Meal (5:15pm) & Service (6:00pm)
Let us open our hearts to God’s refining grace
through prayer and reflection

CHURCH MATTERS
Council President’s Message
“2019: A Time For Time And Talent”
Thanks to all who
attended the annual
congregational meeting
last month. If you were
there, here are a few
things you learned.
 St. Stephen’s mission is alive, well, and
growing.
 The church is financially sound.
 We have a great staff and teams of leaders
and volunteers to thank for the success of
our mission.
 Our volunteer needs are great, but so is the
number of disciples in our Christian
community.
I wish to draw your attention to the fourth
bullet point. But first, to repeat St. Stephen’s
mission: we seek to be a Christian community
bringing God’s love to the world.
There are so many ongoing programs and
events at St. Stephen supporting this
mission, I hesitate to try and name them all.
It’s enough to say they succeed because of the
hard work of dedicated volunteers. Lately,
our need for additional volunteers has
increased. We want to do a lot. We need help
to do a lot. To name just a few of our
volunteer needs, they are: Sunday and
Wednesday school teachers, aides for youth
events, worship leaders, ushers, musicians,
helpers at big events like the Rally Sunday

Church Council
Retreat

Sunday, March 10
(12:00-2:45pm)
Look for details in Announcements
and Weekly Updates

Church Council Meeting
Monday, March 11
(7:00-9:00pm) in the library
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picnic, Trunks ‘n Treats, Neighbors Night
Out, and the Living Nativity, office staff help,
and Sunday adult forum leaders—the list is
long.
A goal of mine in 2019 will be to get more of
our members involved in the life of the
church, through worship, fellowship,
learning, service, and other ways we do God’s
work. I ask that all of you help in any way
you can. Please think about reaching out and
inviting others to help you with your ministry
work. Continue to spread the message of the
success of our ministries. Invite others to
participate more in worship and other things
that disciples do. Share with them how
rewarding it is to do God’s work. Spread the
message that volunteering doesn’t just fill a
church need; it is part of personal
discipleship and growing in personal faith.
It is to be active in our Christian community,
to be part of our vision of moving forward in
faith together.
Those of you who know how richly rewarding
it is to do God’s work know what I’m saying.
Thank you for doing God’s work at St.
Stephen. I ask for your help in spreading this
message
to others in our Christian
community.
Ted Field
Church Council President

Time & Talent Sheets
Look for them in March!
Please fill out a Time & Talent sheet
(even if you have already done so in the past)
and place it in the office door mail slot,
in an offering tray, or mail it back to
St. Stephen Lutheran Church
(1965 East County Road E, White Bear Lake,
MN 55110) by Sunday, April 14. We look
forward to fulfilling our mission together!
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CHURCH MATTERS
Church Council
Post-President’s
Report
As you read this, I have
turned the President's gavel
over to Ted Field, who will be
your President for 2019. It
has been a pleasure and an
honor to serve as your Council President for 2018. I will continue to serve
on Council in 2019 as Past President. I feel
honored to have represented you, members of
St. Stephen, our staff, and my fellow council
members.
I thank those council members who have
served their term of office: Joni Geppert,
Craig Lofdahl, Patsy Olson (Past-President),
Cheryl Skrypez, Kathy Stickler, and Deb
Yusef. It has been a pleasure to serve alongside these wonderful people. I also welcome
our new council members voted in at our
annual meeting: 3 year term: Paul Colaizy,
Jessica Rotschafer, Ted Schaff,
2 year

term: Randy Amborn. 1 year term: Cheryl
Skrypez, Floyd Redepenning.
I want to especially thank our volunteers who
do so many different jobs here at St.
Stephen.
Your
deeds
do
not
go
unnoticed. Your presence here along with
our fabulous staff make St. Stephen a very
welcoming church. I encourage all members
of St. Stephen to consider volunteering in one
way or another. No job is too small or
insignificant. There are numerous ways you
can volunteer. I want to challenge you to join
any of the various ministry teams, especially
our children and youth teams, become a
lector, greeter or usher, become a Sunday or
Wednesday teacher, helper or mentor, help
with the meal on Wednesday nights,
volunteer at Neighbor Helping Neighbors, or
one of many other tasks. There are so many
ways to provide your gifts here at St.
Stephen. Of course, the biggest gift you can
give us is your presence.
Blessings to you all! Betsy Clark

APPRECIATION
Cindy Bittner 25 Year Celebration…

On Sunday, January 27, we celebrated at
the 8:30 am service Cindy Bittner’s 25 (actually 26) year tenure as church organist with St.
Stephen Lutheran Church. A big THANK YOU to all of you who contributed toward Cindy’s
gift of a commissioned organ composition. Cindy was very touched and pleased with your
outpouring of support. For those of you who may not have been able to attend the service, it
was a grand event. We started out the process by contacting Michael Barone, host of “Pipe
Dreams” broadcast on MPR Sunday mornings. He provided us with the name of a composer,
Rachel Laurin, an organist and composer from Ottowa, Ontario. She provided us with a
magnificent celebratory organ piece, entitled Ommagio Festivo, Opus 89, which was presented
at the organ by Helen Jensen (accomplished organist, friend and colleague of Cindy’s). Mr.
Barone was able to attend the service (which was prepared by Cindy) and hear, along with all of
us, the premier of this beautiful organ piece. The service was followed by a delicious reception
with quiche and scones prepared by Kathy Anderson, Carol Hansen, and Anita
Schreader. Thank you Cindy for your 25 years with St. Stephen and we hope there will be 25
more. And thank you to all of you who continue to support Cindy, St. Stephen, and all the
wonderful and varied music that is a part of this church.
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APPRECIATION
Dear friends of St. Stephen,
Randy and I wish to extend
heartfelt
thanks
and
profound gratitude for the
overwhelming outpouring of
support in the celebration of
my 25+ years of being
organist at St. Stephen.
When I was asked a few
months ago by Anne Jackson
and Betsy Clark if I would
like
to
prepare
a
celebratory service in
recognition of the milestone
anniversary I indicated,
“Sure, I can do that.” So I picked out the
readings, the hymns but I also wanted to
feature some of the other very talented
musicians I have had the privilege to work
with over the many years – Anne Jackson,
Phil Dahl and Betsy Clark . That Sunday
morning I was most surprised when a very
dear organist friend of mine (a petite one
person orchestra!!!), Helen Jensen, arrived
and then Michael Barone -Mr. “Pipe
Dreams” himself ! Randy and I were called
up to be presented with the commissioned
organ work by Rachel Laurin whom Michael
Barone had suggested, and Anne
contacted. The work was simply a glorious
piece based upon one of my favorite choral
works - Ralph Vaughan Williams' Mass in G
Minor. Knowing of my King's College
connection I love the closing sentence in the
composer’s notes: 'Though the indications in
the score refer to a two-manual organ, this
piece will be very well served on a larger
instrument in reverberant acoustics'. Helen
premiered the piece that very Sunday and it
was truly wondrous.
I was most humbled and honored and thank
all my special friends at church and Randy
for keeping the secret of the special guests as well as being a very fine page
turner! Daddy most certainly would been
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very proud and honored by
such a magnanimous gift to
his daughter and
Mommy
was very touched when I
called her after church that
morning just gushing about
the day.
As a follow-up to this
commissioned work I have
been in contact with the
composer who was gracious
enough to send me another
copy to present to Stephen
Cleobury, Director of Music of
King’s
College
Choir
Cambridge England, also a very fine organist,
when the Choir is in town for a concert March
28 at the Cathedral of St. Paul. He, or one of
the organ scholars, will play and record the
work on the magnificent Harrison & Harrison
organ in the Chapel at King’s which will then
be sent to Rachel
before the piece is
published prior to the 2020 AGO (American
Guild of Organists) convention in Atlanta.
What a wonderful legacy for St. Stephen of
White Bear Lake, Minnesota when other
organists purchase the piece and notes the
dedication to its organist of 25 years…..that it
recognized and celebrated their ‘traditional
fuddy duddy organist’ (my description of
myself!)
I will have the work in my fingers to play this
fall before I leave for a 3 month ‘sabbatical’
from April through June 2020 where, upon
my retirement, I will be volunteering at the
Chapel and Development office at King’s
College Cambridge England, but will return
for many more years of service to my ‘home’
church of St. Stephen with so many
wonderful friends.
Again, heartfelt thanks to you all for such a
kind and generous gift.
- Cindy & Randy
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FEATURES & SPOTLIGHTS
Neighbors Helping Neighbors...

is excited
to announce the recipients of its 2018 donations. White
Bear Emergency Food Shelf, Solid Ground, and the Angel
Fund of the White Bear Lake Area Educational
Foundation each received $3000 in February 2019 from
Neighbors Helping Neighbors. Now in its 26th year, NHN
is a nonprofit organization completely staffed by
volunteers. NHN is a thrift store specializing in donated
new and gentle-worn clothing and accessories. The
proceeds from sales are then distributed annually to local
charitable organizations in the White Bear Lake area.
NHN is located at 1956 Spruce Place, White Bear Lake.
Merchandise donations and sales help those in need in
our community.

APPRECIATION
From Lisa Klingbeil...

Thank you to all who have sent prayers, good thoughts, and
contributed food or gift cards via the Meal Train for me and my family. It is greatly appreciated
by my whole family and has helped us out a great deal.

From Jen & Steve Whitman… To all of you at St. Stephen—somehow just saying

thank you doesn’t seem like enough. I hope you all know how much your kindness has meant to
our family. Above & Beyond. Thanks for being there!

Soup’er Bowl Offering…

Thank you for your donations on Soup’er Bowl Sunday.
We raised $381 for the White Bear Area Emergency Food Shelf to help our neighbors in need!

Youth… Thank you to our wonderful youth who led services on February 3.
Baptismal Napkins…

Great job!

Thank you to Darlene Blegen for making our Baptismal

napkins!

Food Shelf…

Thank you for your donation of $500 to the White Bear Area Emergency
Food Shelf leading up to the holidays in 2018. Your generosity and kindness has allowed us to
advance our mission of providing food and support to our neighbors in need in the area. Since
1977, the White Bear Area Emergency Food Shelf has served as a critical resource for food and
support to families who struggle to put food on the table. We could not do this without you.
With great gratitude on behalf of those we serve, Andrea Kish-Bailey, Executive Director

Christmastime Bulletin Assembly Team…

Thank you to Darlene Blegen,
Teri Cinis, Ted Field, and Claudette McCollar for responding to our call for help to assemble all
the Christmas Eve and Day bulletins!
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HAPPENINGS & OPPORTUNITIES
Sarah Circle Bible
Study (3/1)

Sarah Circle is a women’s bible
study & fellowship group that
meets on the first Friday of each
month (12:00-1:30pm). If you
are interested in joining the group, please
contact Eileen Ranalls at nrmeil@hotmail.com
or 651-407-2878.

Ladies Night Out Bingo (3/2)
Karen Smith’s house (Sat/6:00pm)

Kitchen Cleaning Day (3/7)

Please pitch in and give a
helping hand to inventory
and clean the kitchen on
Thursday,
March
7
(9:00am-12noon). Contact
Donna Rechtzigel at 651777-8750 if you have any
questions!

Daylight Saving Time
BEGINS (3/10)

Spring forward by setting your
clocks one hour ahead at 2:00am
on Sunday, March 10.

History & Memory (3/11)

The American Association of
University
Women (AAUW)
who meet here at the church,
wish to invite members and
friends of St. Stephen to attend
their March program “History
& Memory” by Dr. Annette Atkins (www.annetteatkins.com),
Professor Emerita of History
(St. John’s and St. Benedicts’) on Monday,
March 11 (6:00-9:00pm).

Braided Bread—Tanzania
Fundraiser (3/13-3/31)

Please support our Tanzanian mission work
by purchasing braided bread
through our
Tanzania
mission team. Place your
order in the narthex. Bread
will be available for pick-up
on Palm Sunday.
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Art Group (3/13)

If you like to draw, sketch,
paint, or doodle, bring a project to work on and join the
Art Group of St. Stephen in
the library on the second
Wednesday of the month (10:00am-12noon).
All ages and skill-levels are welcome as we
talk and share ideas.

Retiree’s Breakfast (3/14)

Retirees are invited to join
others from church for breakfast (Thurs/9:00-10:00am) at
Perkins in Maplewood on
County Road D.

First Communion Classes

First Communion takes place on Maundy
Thursday at the 7:00pm service.
 3/17 & 3/24 (9:30-10:15am) for
children who attend Sunday
School
 3/20 & 3/27 (7:00-7:45pm) for
children who attend
Wednesday School

BUNCO Night (3/23)

Come enjoy an evening of
fellowship while playing a
fun, fast paced, no skill
necessary game on Saturday, March 23 (7:00pm).
Sign up in the narthex so
we have an idea how many
to plan for. $3.00 per person will be collected
at the door to cover food and prizes.

WW Lunch Bunch (3/26)

Widows and widowers are invited to join our
group for lunch on the last
Tuesday of each month
(11:30am). Our March 26th
location is to be determined.
Contact person: Judee
Bramscher (651-269-6122).
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HAPPENINGS & OPPORTUNITIES
Palm Sunday Breakfast
Ticket Sales (3/27-4/10)

On Palm Sunday (4/14),
the Youth of St. Stephen
will be offering a tasty
homemade breakfast for
all (8:00-11:00am) featuring a WAFFLE BAR.
Purchase tickets now
through April 10. Family
$21, Adult (9 and up) $8, Child (4-8) $5, and
child (3 and under) FREE. Funds raised
support Youth Ministry activities.

Holly Boutique
Craft Night (3/28)

Please join us in the A-B
Room on Thursday, March 28
(6:30-8:30pm) to create crafts
that will be sold at our Holly
Boutique this fall. Snacks,
fun, and supplies are included!

Quilting in March

Please join us in making quilts
for battered women and homeless shelters, the Cass County
Indian Reservation, and the
Holly Boutique & Bake Sale.
We meet in the A-B Room
(9:00am-3:00pm) on the following dates in
March: Thurs-3/21, Fri-3/22, Thurs-3/28, and
Fri-3/29.

Palm Sunday (4/14)

On Palm Sunday, we celebrate the triumphal
entry of Jesus into Jerusalem!
8:30am Traditions w/Communion
10:30am Renew w/Revival

Pick Up Braided Bread (4/14)
Bread will be available for pickup
on Palm Sunday, April 14.

Time & Talent Sheets
Due (4/14)

Please fill out a Time & Talent sheet (even
if you have already done so in the past) and
place it in the office door mail slot, in an
offering tray, or mail it back to St. Stephen
Lutheran Church (1965 East County Road E,
White Bear Lake, MN 55110) by Sunday,
April 14. We look forward to fulfilling our
mission together.

Holy Week—Wednesday (4/17)
All activities and programming, including
the community meal, are on break on
Wednesday, April 17 for Holy Week.

Maundy Thursday (4/18)

On Maundy Thursday, we commemorate
Jesus’ Last Supper and remember the solemn
events leading up to His crucifixion. 7:00pm –
Fools for Christ Drama and First Communion.

Good Friday Services (4/19)

On Good Friday, we reflect on His journey for
us at both services with “Seven Last Words”
(12:00noon and 7:00pm).
7:00pm – Senior Choir singing.

Easter Flower Garden
Orders—Due (4/14)

Please fill out an Easter Flower Garden order
form (located in bulletins or in the narthex)
along with your payment into an offering plate
or the office door mail slot by April 14 (Palm
Sunday) if you wish to have your dedication
(in memory, honor, or celebration) in the
bulletin on Easter. The flowers you order will
decorate the altar and may be taken home
after the 10:30am service on Easter Sunday.
If you choose to donate them, they will be
delivered to our home-bound members.
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Easter Sunday Services (4/21)
On Easter Sunday, we celebrate the
resurrection of Jesus Christ!
7:00am – Sunrise service
8:30am – Traditional Festival,
Senior Choir, and Communion
9:30am – Reception (in the narthex)
with Refreshments
10:30am – Renew with Revival
and Communion
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CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND FAMILIES

Children, Youth, and Families
A Huge “Thank You”
I would like to say thank you to all the children and youth
that helped out with Children and Youth Sunday service this
year. You all did a fantastic job reading, singing, ushering,
greeting, banging on soup pots, and preaching! I am very
blessed to have such a dedicated group of children and
parents. I would also like to thank the congregation for
being so supportive of us! Lastly, thanks to your offering
we raised $381 for the White Bear Lake Area Emergency
Food Shelf! Thank you for helping your community.
Sincerely, Melissa










2/20 Easter Chocolates for
sale through March 6th
3/1 Summer program’s
registration open,
including VBS!
3/17&24 First Communion
class for children who
attend Sunday School
3/20&27 First Communion
Class for children who
attend Wednesday School
4/14 Palm Sunday Youth
Breakfast, Waffle Bar
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Registration begins
March 1st for our
summer programs.
This year we have 3
exciting programs
running throughout the
summer for elementary
school, middle school,
and high school.
Pick up the Summer
Program’s Guide at the
Welcome Desk for more
information about
each program.

Vacation Bible School
registration begins on
March 1st! Once again
VBS is FREE! VBS is
open to children who
turned 3 by September
1st, 2018 and are “potty
trained” through children
who completed the 5th
grade this school year.
Invite your friends and
neighbors for our biggest
summer event! Before
care is available for $10
for the week per child.
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PRAYERS
Jesus said “My Father’s House shall be a House of Prayer.”
From the Book “Jesus Calling”

Enjoying Peace In His Presence by Sarah Young (February 15)

COME TO ME with all your weaknesses: physical, emotional, and spiritual. Rest in the
comfort of My Presence, remembering that nothing is impossible with Me. Pry your mind
away from your problems so you can focus your attention on Me. Recall that I am able to
do immeasurably more than all you ask or imagine. Instead of trying to direct Me to do this
and that, seek to attune yourself to what I am already doing. When anxiety attempts to
wedge its way into your thoughts, remind yourself that I am your Shepherd. The bottom
line is that I am taking care of you; therefore, you needn’t be afraid of anything. Rather
than trying to maintain control over your life, abandon yourself to My will. Though this
may feel frightening—even dangerous—the safest place to be is in My will.
- Luke 1:37; Ephesian 3:20-21; Psalm 23:1-4

Help Keep Us Informed

Please help keep us informed of any concerns that you would like our congregation to be
praying about, including those serving in the military and any deaths among family
members, by contacting the church office at 651-777-1107 or office@StStphenWBL.org

Grief
Support
Group
ON BREAK
IN MARCH
Steppingstone Newsletter ▪ March 2019
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Do You Wish to Be
Baptized?

If you wish to be (or have your
child) baptized,
please contact the church office at
651-777-1107 or
office@StStephenWBL.org
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Staff
Lead Pastor ▪ James Woodruff
jamesawoodruff@ststephenwbl.org
Visitation Pastor ▪ Juli Thompson
visitation@ststephenwbl.org
~~~
Communication & Administrative
Coordinator ▪ Tami Heart
office@ststephenwbl.org
Bell Choir Director ▪
Vacant

The Steppingstone
Newsletter…

Is distributed monthly. If you have any items
for the April issue, please send them to
office@ststephenwbl.org by Sun., March 10.
The April issue will be mailed out on
Tuesday, March 26.
Help us save postage by receiving your
newsletter via email instead of through the
US postal service -OR– by picking up
a copy in the narthex.
Please let us know if you wish to stop
receiving the newsletter via regular mail.

Council & Leadership
President, Children & Families, and Staff Relations
Ted Field—tedfield@ststephenwbl.org
Past-president and Fellowship
Betsy Clark—eaclark001@comcast.net
Adult Learning
Cheryl Skrypez—cskrypez@gmail.com
Evangelism
Paul Colaizy—jaqe_c@comcast.net

Bookkeeper ▪ Vacant
bookkeeper@ststephenwbl.org

Finance and Stewardship
Jessica Rotschafer—rots0006@umn.edu

Children, Youth & Families Ministry Director ▪
Melissa Stearns—youthdirector@ststephenwbl.org

Financial Secretary
Brad Wilm—RuthaBradj@gmail.com

Custodians ▪ Bob Blumberg and Paul Swanson
Faith Formation Director ▪ Ted Field
tedfield@ststephenwbl.org

Mission and Benevolence
Pastor Jim Woodruff—
jamesawoodruff@ststephenwbl.org

GAP Worship Director ▪ Justin Woodruff
origintmaker13@comcast.net

Property
Ted Schaff—schaffhouse1@gmail.com

Nursery Caregiver ▪ Lisa Klingbeil
Organist ▪ Cindy Bittner
Cindy_bittner@comcast.net
Renew Worship Director ▪
Paige Carter paige.c.carter@gmail.com
Senior Choir Accompanist ▪ Cindy Bittner
Cindy_bittner@comcast.net

Church Council Secretary
Teri Cinis—tacwed2@gmail.com
Congregational & Community Care
Joni Geppert—jonigeppert@hotmail.com
Pastor Juli Thompson—
visitation@ststephenwbl.org

Senior Choir Director ▪ Kari Ballata Hosmer
ballatahosmer@yahoo.com

Treasurer
Patsy Olson—joellyo@netscape.net

Social Media Administrator ▪ Andrew Bjork
office@ststephenwbl.org

Worship & Music
Randy Amborn—Randy.Amborn@gmail.com

Wedding Coordinator ▪ Missy Kneip
mothergoose2954@yahoo.com

Youth & Families
Jodie Millard—jmillard27@hotmail.com
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www.StStephenWBL.org  office@ststephenwbl.org  651-777-1107
St Stephen Lutheran Church
1965 East County Rd E
White Bear Lake, MN 55110

Sundays

8:30AM Traditions Worship
9:30AM Education/Fellowship
10:30AM Renew Worship

Wednesdays

5:15PM Community Meal
6:00PM Grace & Praise Worship
7:00PM Education Hour

March Calendar
3/1
3/1
3/1
3/2
3/3
3/6
3/6
3/6
3/6
3/7
3/10
3/10
3/10
3/10
3/11
3/11
3/13
3/13
3/13
3/13
3/14
3/17
3/18
3/20
3/20
3/20
3/21
3/22
3/23
3/26
3/27
3/27
3/27
3/27
3/28
3/28
3/31
3/31

Vacation Bible School (VBS) Registration BEGINS (Sun)
Summer Programming Registration BEGINS (Sun)
Sarah Circle (Fri/12:00-1:30pm)
Ladies Night Out BINGO (Sat/6:00pm)
Food Shelf Collection/New Members Sunday
Youth Fundraiser (Chocolate Bunnies) Sale ENDS
Ash Wednesday (Noon) Service
Ash Wednesday (Evening) Service w/Choir (6:00pm)
Grief Support Group (Wed/7:00-8:00pm)
Kitchen Cleaning (Thurs/9:00am-12noon)
Daylight Saving Time Begins (Sun/2:00am)
Content Deadline for April Steppingstone (Sun)
Council Retreat & Communion Training (12:00-12:45pm))
Choir Performing (Sun/8:30am)
AAUW: History & Memory (Mon/6:00-9:30pm)
Church Council Meeting (Mon/7:00-9:00pm)
Braided Bread Sales BEGIN (through 3/31)
Art Group (Wed/10:00am-12noon)
Lent Service (Wed/12:00pm) & Lenten Lunch (12:45pm)
Lenten Meal (Wed/5:15pm) & Lent Worship (6:00pm)
Retiree’s Breakfast (Thurs/9:00-10:00am)
First Communion Class (Sun/9:30-10:15am) also on 24
Worship & Music Meeting (Mon/7:00-8:00pm)
Lent Service (Wed/12:00pm) & Lenten Lunch (12:45pm)
Lenten Meal (Wed/5:15pm) & Lent Worship (6:00pm)
First Communion Class (Wed/7:00-7:45pm) also on 27
Quilters (Thurs/9:00am-3:00pm) also on 28
Quilters (Fri/9:00am-3:00pm) also on 29
BUNCO Night (Sat/7:00pm)
WW Lunch Bunch (Tues/11:30am)
Palm Sunday Breakfast Ticket Sales BEGIN (Wed)
Women in Ministry Meeting (Wed/9:15-11:15am)
Lent Service (Wed/12:00pm) & Lenten Lunch (12:45pm)
Lenten Meal (Wed/5:15pm) & Lent Worship (6:00pm)
Neighbors Helping Neighbors Steering (Thurs/1:00-2:30pm)
Holly Boutique Craft Night (Thurs/6:30-8:30pm)
Braided Bread Sales END (Sun)
Choir Performing (8:30am)

