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Stewardship Report 

WE CAME FROM BEHIND  
TO WIN 

Congratulations to everyone!   

The figures for 2011 are in and they tell a 
great success story.    

The  graph on the next page shows our 2011 financial journey.  We 
began the year with two hurdles to overcome.  
One, we carried a $5,800 deficit from 2010.    
And two, you will recall that our 2011 budget 
contained the challenge of $36,000 of additional 
income neededτbeyond pledged and expected 
non-pledged givingτto support the ministries of 
St Stephen.  The gold star on the graph was the 
target we needed to reach by the end of the 
year. 

We started the year on-track but between May and November strug-
gled to keep up.  By the first of December we were almost $40,000 
below our target.  We had one month to make up this deficit, as 
well as meet monthly expenses.  AND WE DID IT!  We staged a re-
markable December rally with giving to the current fund that exceed-
ed $70,000!  Call it a Hail Mary or a buzzer-beater or whatever sports 
ŀƴŀƭƻƎȅ ȅƻǳ ŎƘƻƻǎŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ {ǘ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ ǊƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
challenge and sent a clear message in support of our mission.  We 
overcame both the $5,800 carryover deficit and increased our gifts by 
another $36,000 to end the year with a balanced budget.   

We have reason to celebrate.  2011 was a great year and we start 
2012 without a deficit.  Thanks to everyone.   



St Stephen Staff  Office Hours  
Monday -Thursday 8am -3pm  

Friday 8am —Noon  

 Worship  

Sundays 8, 9 & 10:30am  

Wednesdays GAP - 

Intergenerational Worship 6:00 pm  

Sunday School  

Sundays—9 am (Beginning  in Worship)  

Neighbors Helping Neighbors  
M, W, Thurs 10am-4pm  

Tues, Sat 10am-1pm  

Pastor James Woodruff  Ƌ  Lead Pastor  

jamesawoodruff@ststephenwbl.org  
 

Pastor Susan Schoon  Ƌ  Visitation Pastor 

susanschoon@comcast.net  
 

Jan Perkins  Ƌ  Secretary/Administrative Assistant 

office@ststephenwbl.org  
 

Nancy Sullivan  Ƌ Director, Childrenõs & Family Ministry 

childrenmin@ststephenwbl.org  
 

Peter Kaufman  Ƌ  Director of Youth Ministry 

pkaufman001@luthersem.edu  
 

 

 

Brenda Steady  Ƌ  Coalescence Worship Director 

 blsrn88@comcast.net  
 

Justin Woodruff  Ƌ  GAP Worship Director   

justinwoodruff@ststephenwbl.org  
 

Missy Kneip  Ƌ  Wedding Coordinator   

mothergoose2954@yahoo.com  
 

 

Allan P. Dahl, RN  Ƌ  Parish Nurse   

parishnurse@ststephenwbl.org  
 

Paul Swanson  Ƌ  Custodian 
 

Brian Johnson  Ƌ  Bell Choir Director & Childrenõs  

Choir Director  bjohn85@gmail.com  
 

Deb Nelson  Ƌ   

Captured Spirit Youth Choir Director   

d21nel21@gmail.com  
 

Phyllis Ballata  Ƌ  Senior Choir Director   

pballata@msn.com  
 

Dana Ashley  Ƌ  Senior Choir Accompanist   

dma49587@bethle.edu  
 

Cindy Bittner  Ƌ  Organist    

cbittner@lowryhill.com  

 

St Stephen Officers  
Charlie Jackson  

Council President, Finance and  

     Staff Relations  
 

Marissa Amborn, Evangelism  
 

John Farmer,  Stewardship  
 

Marta Hohnstadt,  Social Ministry  
 

Anne Jackson, Worship and Music  
 

Maria Jackson, Financial Secretary  
 

Pete Johnson, Children’s and Family 
 

Bill Kneip, Property  
 

Larry Nihart, Fellowship  
 

Jenny Nordahl, Youth  
  

Patsy Olson, Treasurer 
 

Cheryl Skrypez, Adult Learning  
 

Nicole Ternus, Council Secretary  

St Stephen Lutheran Church          
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Faith Moment  submitted by Phyllis Ballata ñThings to think about : 

  Week Four: Children and Worship  

 

òChildren learn by what they do, and what they see done, more 

than what they are told to do but seldom see,ó so it is essential 

that children come to worship together with all the people of 

God.  òChildren learn to worship God by worshiping God, not by 

being told about the importance of worshiping.  Children learn 

to pray by praying, not by being taught models and methods of 

prayer.  Actually all of us, not just children, learn this way . . . Worship is itself training in Chris-

tian discipleship and formation in faith.ó - from Sundays and Seasons, 2011 (Augsburg Fortress)  

White Bear Lake, MN  
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Stewardship  
Report 

WE CAME 
FROM  
BEHIND  
TO WIN 

Congratulations 
to everyone!   

The figures for 
2011 are in and 
they tell a great 
success story.   

(See front cover 
for entire article. ) 

12:30 Dessert Fellowship 

1:00 pm  St Stephen Annual Meeting 

SUNDAY,  

January 29, 2012  

http://churchofpeaceucc.org/site/wp-content/uploads/2010/12/Annual-Meeting.jpg
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The Fools For Christ Drama Group  

are proud to present our 5th Annual  

 

Winter dinner theater  

òWhere Angels Singó 
 

YOU ARE INVITED to an Italian -American celebration!   

Friday, January 27 

AnD  

Saturday, January 28 

Appetizers at 6:00, Show at 6:30 each night 
The Dinner Theater includes: 

*A wonderful 4 COURSE ITALIAN MEAL  

*An ORIGINAL PLAY full of humor and drama  

*LIVE MUSIC in the show and throughout the meal  

*Great fellowship and fun guaranteed!  
 

Tickets are only $12!  

An amazing value for an unforgettable night of entertainment!  
This show SOLD OUT  on BOTH NIGHTS last year 

so be sure to get your tickets early this year!  
  

TICKETS ARE ON SALE NOW! 

Tickets are available around all Sunday & Wednesday Worship Services in the Narthex. 

Tickets also available via e-mail at foolsforchrist@hotmail.com 

Thank you for your support of the Fools For Christ.  We hope to see YOU there! 

                   Interested in Quilting?   

Weôre looking for anyone interested in working on quilting projects.  No prior 
experience is needed.  Itôs a fun event and a wonderful opportunity to socialize.  

Weôll be in the A/B Room from 9am-3pm.  Please bring a bag lunch if you plan on staying all 
day.  If you have any questions please call Bev Gates 429-6442, Anita Schreader 426-9648 or 
Donna Rechtzigel at 777-8750.    The following dates have been scheduled: 

    1/19 and 1/20       1/26 and 1/27  
    Thursday and Friday     Thursday and Friday 

mailto:foolsforchrist@hotmail.com
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O.W.L.s Event ñThursday, January 19th  

The Art of Relaxation  

Presented by Allan Dahl, RN St Stephenõs Parish Nurse 

9:30am Coffee and Donuts / 10:00am Program  

American Heart CPR Training Sessions 

Please contact the parish nurse office if you are interested in CPR training. Training is 
free for all members of the congregation. Opportunities for training are limited and re-
quests for training are on a first come first serve basis. Your name will be added to the 
request for training and you will be notified of upcoming sessions. 

For those of you that have taken a training course here at St Stephen in the past, please check the expiration 
date on the card. Contact the parish nurse office to schedule a course update. There have been changes in 
the CPR guidelines and these will be reviewed at recertification. 

²ƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ŀƴ ƻƭŘκǳƴǳǎŜŘ ŎŜƭƭ ǇƘƻƴŜ ǘƻ ƎƻƻŘ ǳǎŜΚ 

You can help to provide a lifeline of safety for victims of domestic violence so they can call for help in the 
event of an emergency.  This Christmas Season the Lutheran Domestic Violence Initiative (LDVI) will be col-
lecting gently-used cell phones to distribute to local shelters.  Please help us to reach our goal to collect a 
minimum of 100 cell phones by the close of January, 2012. 

We are calling this campaign άPHONES FOR SAFETY, 9-1-1 ON EVERY 
PHONEΦέ  After the phones are programmed to dial 9-1-1 they will be 
ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǿƻƳŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƛǾŜ 
with domestic violence.  The phones are a lifeline to contact police in 
the event of a domestic violence emergency. 

A collection box to drop off phones is available at the Welcome Desk.  
It is available now until January 2012.  Thanks for your participation.  
Blessings to you this Christmastime!    ~Allan Dahl, Parish Nurse 

 

Foundation Principles :  

 ▪  God is Present 

 ▪  Caring, not curing 

 ▪  Nonjudgmental 

    Presence 

 ▪  Active Listening 

Widowõs Lunchñ 

Tuesday, January 24th  

This month we will be going to Jamesonõs in White Bear Lake 4th & Hwy 61 (the old Decoyõs). The 

date is Tuesday, January 24th at 11:30am.  Please call to let me know if you want to join us.  Car-

pooling is available.  Call Lois Brosi to RSVP 651 -777 -5654  

Monthly Congregational Potluck  

We will not have a Congregational Potluck in January.  

Please mark your calendars for Sunday, February 5th 

and bring a dish to share.   
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PROPERTY COMMITTEE UPDATE ðDECEMBER 2011 
 

The welcome center was one of the most challenging and rewarding projects 

completed this year. All of us involved wanted the design, size and material 

choices to be just right. Not to brag, but between Dan Ford, Pastor Jim and 

myself, I feel this was accomplished. The project was funded with memorial 

gifts from the Wayne Nelson and Bob Bathen families. I think Wayne and Bob 

would approve of this solid structure made of brick and granite, yet graceful 

and useful. So, thanks Dan Ford and Pastor Jim for the design and layout help. 

Thanks to Chris Nelson for carrying brick and cleanup help.  Arvidson        

Masonry did a great job on the brickwork. Thanks to Jan Perkins who bought 

lunch (pizza) for the whole crew.  We all appreciated that! 

 

Betty Nelson and Marge Bathen also commissioned artist Ron Felt to create the wooden wall carving 

depicting Jesus with outstretched arms that hangs near the main entry area. 
 

Also thanks to Dan Ford for assisting to reattach one of the pews to the cement floor in the sanctuary. 

And to Paul Swanson for helping with the placement of the roof heating cables.  - Bill Kneip 

And the Angels Were Silent by Max Lucado  
 

ò...Hereõs A Quiz . . . 

Now I see why powerful people often wear sunglasses ñthe spotlight blinds them to reality.  They 

suffer from a delusion that power means something (it doesnõt).  They are under the impression 

that earthly authority will make a heavenly difference (it wonõt). 

Can I prove my point?  Take this quiz.  

Name the ten wealthiest men in the world.  

Name the last ten Heisman trophy winners.  

Name the last ten winners of the Miss America contest.  

Name eight people who have won the Nobel or Pulitzer prize.  

How about the last ten Academy Award winners for the best picture  

or the last decadeõs worth of World Series winners? 

How did you do?  I didnõt do well either.   Surprising how quickly we  

forget, isnõt it?  And these are the best in their fields.   

But the applause dies.  Awards tarnish.  Achievements are forgotten.  

Hereõs another quiz.  See how you do with this one.  

Think of three people you enjoy spending time with.  

Name ten people who have taught you something worthwhile.  

Name five friends who have helped you in a difficult time.  

List a few teachers who aided your journey through school.  

Easier?  It was for me too.  The lesson?  The people who make a difference are not the ones with 

the credentials, but the ones with the concern .ó 
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Jesus said òMy Fatherõs House shall be a House of Prayer.ó 
 

Please remember each of these people in your prayers : 

Norma Alm, Sarah Betz -Harrington, Grace Christiansen, Marge Dummer, 

Jerry Engen, Caroline Felland, Zack Forcier, Will Hamilton, Lois Holton,      

Ed Hondlik, Michelle Hull, Carol Jacobson, Jack Jablonski, Barbara Korlin, 

Dana Lange, Chris Lifgren, Gloria Lott, Ruth Millard, Jean Miller,  

John Mohelski, Karen Morgan, Deb Nelson, Marti Niemela, Cathy Ohlgren, 

Shirley Phillippi, Gary Pflipsen, Jenna Provette, John Rohr, Jason Schultz, 

Brenda Steady, Mary Taylor, Cynde Wright.  

Pray for those serving in the military :   

Brian Bartels, Steve Brumm, Ben Engen, April Huseby, Nathan Johnson,  

Shannon Krey, Ian Lauer, Megan Robokoff, Stephen Stock, John Waldorf,  

Jeff Wong and Kyle West.  
 

Please keep in your prayers those who have recently experienced the death of a loved one : 

Annette Johnson in the death of her brother, Bill Young, December 23, 2011.  

The family and friends of Norma Everetts.  Norma passed away on Saturday, December 31, 

2011.  Memorial services were held here at St. Stephen, Wednesday, January 4th.   

The family and friends of Ruth Hinson (Mother of Kay Brown) who passed away on Thursday, 

January 5th.  A funeral service was held here at St. Stephen, Monday, January 9th.  

Congratulations to Dan and Carli Oanes who were married here at St. Stephen on Saturday, 

January 7th, 2012.  Blessings on your new life together!  

Sunday Altar FlowersτThe 2012 Flower Chart is available at the Welcome Desk.   

MANY THANKS  for all of the prayers and words of comfort during 

my Dad's illness.  Special thanks to Pastor Jim and Pastor Sue for their vis-
its to the hospital and prayers with my family in those last few days.  I    
really appreciated all of the cards and was so blessed that so many of my 
church friends came to Dad's funeral.  It is so wonderful to be a part of 
such a loving  and caring church community and I feel very blessed to 
have found St. Stephen.    Blessings   -Robin Stevens Eberlein   

THANK YOU to Cynde Wright for your work organizing our Sunday morning greeters, lectors, 

ushers and coffee makers this past year.  THANK YOU to Ed and Joanne Hondlik for taking all 

our food collections to the Food Shelf over the past years.  THANK YOU to Gordy Felland taking 

care of our furnaces by changing out the air filters.  

VOLUNTEERS are an important asset to our church!  

Without volunteers there are so many things that would just not 

get done.  We are looking for a volunteer to take over for Cynde 

Wright to call and organize our Sunday morning worship assis-

tants.  We are also looking for someone or someones to take 

over the responsibility of delivering the food collected to the 

Food Shelf on a biweekly basis.  And, we are in need of a Acolyte 

Coordinator.  Are you who weõre looking for?  If youõd like to 

help, please contact the office at 651 -777 -1107.  Thank you.  



NONPROFIT ORG 
US POSTAGE 

PAID 
TWIN CITIES MN 
PERMIT NO. 474 

St Stephen Lutheran Church  

1965 East County Rd E  

White Bear Lake, MN  55110  

651 -777 -1107   Á   651 -777 -0755 Fax  

www.ststephenwbl.org  

Address Service Requested  

Next Steppingstone will be 

distributed  TUESDAY,      

January 24th  
 

 Please submit articles by 

WEDNESDAY, January 18th   

 Thank you!  
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