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Next Steppingstone will be 
distributed  TUESDAY,      

December 20th 
 

 Please submit articles by 
WEDNESDAY, Dec. 14th  

 Thank you! 
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The Fools For Christ and St. Stephen are proud to present 
our 19th Annual Living Nativity this December.   

The Living Nativity will be presented on:  

Saturday, December 10th from 5:30 to 8:30 PM 
Saturday, December 17th from 5:30 to 8:30 PM 

and on  
Wednesday, December 21st from 5:15 to 6:00 PM  

leading into worship. 



St Stephen Staff Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday 8am-3pm  

Friday 8am—Noon 
 Worship  

Sundays 8, 9 & 10:30am 
Wednesdays GAP - 

Intergenerational Worship 6:00 pm 

Sunday School  
Sundays—9 am (Beginning  in Worship) 

Neighbors Helping Neighbors 
M, W, Thurs 10am-4pm 

Tues, Sat 10am-1pm 

Pastor James Woodruff  ▪  Lead Pastor  
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Brian Johnson  ▪  Bell Choir Director & Children’s  
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Bill Kneip, Property 
 

Larry Nihart, Fellowship 
 

Jenny Nordahl, Youth 
  

Patsy Olson, Treasurer 
 

Cheryl Skrypez, Adult Learning 
 

Nicole Ternus, Council Secretary 

St Stephen Lutheran Church         White Bear Lake, MN 

  Steppingstone Newsletter  ▪  December 6, 2011                                                                                                                     Page 2   

THE RUTH’S GRANDCHILD IS COMING FOR A VISIT!  THE RUTH’S GRANDCHILD IS COMING FOR A VISIT!    
I'm looking to borrow some baby things to use between Christmas and January 
4.  I need a stroller and infant seat and maybe even a baby swing.  If anyone 
has those things on hand and would be willing to loan them to us for a week or 
so, please call me at 426-0869.  Thanks.  ~JUDY RUTH 
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Faith Moment submitted by Phyllis Ballata—Things to think about:  Week Two: 
 

What is the lectionary or the Propers? 
The lectionary is a three-year schedule of readings for the church (series A, B, and C).  These are 
found in the beginning of your hymnal (pages 18-53) so that everyone can know in advance 
what the readings will be.  Each Sunday’s readings include the Old Testament lesson, the Psalm, 
the New Testament lesson, and the Gospel. 

 

O.W.L.s Event—
Tuesday,  

December 13th  
10:45am 

Le Cordon Bleu 
 
 

We will be touring and having lunch at Le Cordon Bleu 
Culinary Arts School located in Mendota Heights.  If 
you need a ride meet at church at 9:45am.  Sign up 
was Sunday, December 4th.  If you would like to at-
tend but did not sign up please contact Judee Bram-
scher at 651-269-6122. 
 
Next O.W.L.s event will be January, 19th.  Allen Dahl, 
our Parish Nurse will present  “The Art of Relaxation”. 

The Women in Ministry will be 
again this year be preparing 
Cookie Baskets for our Shut-ins. 
 
They need your help.  If you could 
bake or purchase 2 dozen cookies to donate to 
this cause it would be greatly appreciated!  Please 
bring cookie dona+ons to church on December 
11th.  The Baskets will be assembled on Decem-
ber 12th.  The total cookies needed are 24 dozen.  
Any extra cookies received will be donated to the 
Fools for Christ to be used for the Living Na+vity 
events.  Thank you.  ?s see Anita Schreader. 

Property Committee Update—November, 2011 
On November 1, a semi-major project was completed on the 
church roof.  Pastor Jim discovered that the step flashing on the 
sloped portion of the roof was not used correctly when the roof 
was replaced.  Dan Ford and I agreed this could be the reason for the leaks 
when it rains.  This step flashing will not help roof leaks caused by ice and 
snow build-up on the roof.  That’s another issue.   
 
380 lineal feet of flashing was installed along both sides of the 4 raised 
beams that form the roof.  The beams are covered with copper.  The copper 
pieces were loosened and the new flashing was tucked underneath it and 
over the existing shingles.  The flashing pieces came in 10 foot lengths and 

had to be bent to match the roof/beam angle.  Thanks to Dan Ford, Tom 
Moren and Floyd Redepenning for their help on this project as well as assisting 
on the footing for the new sign with some form removal and back-filling.  Dan 
Ford also helped remove the old sign and did some shovel work to help the 
electrician. 
 
A special thanks to Don Redepenning—son of Char and Floyd.  Don volun-
teered a day of his time to help with the roof project.  He is a professional    
remodeler and he replace flashing and shingles where the steeple meets the sloped roof.  He also 
brought his metal bending equipment along so we could bend the 10 foot flashing pieces.  What a 
blessing to have such a competent volunteer.  Many thanks, Don! 

Respectfully—Bill Kneip – Property Committee 
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Shoeboxes of Love 
Make a difference in kids lives this Christmas!Make a difference in kids lives this Christmas!Make a difference in kids lives this Christmas!Make a difference in kids lives this Christmas!    

Through  SUNDAY, December 18th, we will be collecting ‘Shoeboxes of Love’, 
filled with goodies and necessities for boys and girls ages 2-14 years old.  
Instructions and labels are located on the table in the Fellowship Hall.  Fill 

one or more boxes for children of your choice (boy-girl, ages 2-4; 5-9; or 10-14), wrap them in Christ-
mas wrapping paper and return them to Church by Sunday, December 18.  The boxes will be distrib-
uted by “Bridges” to children in the Minneapolis/St. Paul metro area.   This is a great opportunity for 
all families and individuals of St. Stephen to make a difference for kids in our communities.  

 

Attentio
n Everyo

ne who 
 

LOVES C
hristmas

 Cookies
! 

 

The St. Stephen Conf
irmation youth 

are taking o
rders in 

the narthex
 Wednesdays a

nd Sundays betw
een church 

services for
 trays of de

licious Christ
mas cookies.  

This is 

a fabulous fundraiser for the Confirmation youth that helps 

to defray retreat costs and expenses for youth functions 

throughout the year.  Cookie tra
ys are availa

ble for $15 

(large tray-
4 dozen) and

 $8 (small tray-2 d
ozen).  Cookie 

trays must be picked up on Sunday, December 18th between 

church services.  THANK YOU for support
ing the conf

ir-

mation youth! 

December Mitten December Mitten December Mitten December Mitten 
MissionMissionMissionMission    
During the weeks of 
December, we will be 
inviting the children 
to contribute mit-
tens, hats or scarves 

to those who are less fortunate 
in our community.  Look for 
the clothes line hanging 
outside our Children’s & 
Family Ministry Office—
hang your contribution up 
right there! 

Children’s Christmas   
Program Details - 
Our Christmas Program will be held Saturday, De-
cember 17th at 4:00pm.  Children are to be at 
church no later than 3:30pm to prepare.  The Pro-
gram will be followed by a potluck dinner—please 
bring a dish to share as we celebrate the children’s 
performance.   

Prac+ces will be held on Sundays leading up to the 
Program date so it is important the children are pre-
sent each week to help us prepare.   

Ques+ons should be directed to Nancy Sullivan. 
Thank you!   
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Dear Fellow Members, 

I hope you are looking forward to the season of 
light and joy celebrating the coming of our savior 
Jesus. 
 
I am writing to you to bring you up to date on 
where we are with the 2011 budget and what 
needs to be done for St. Stephen to have a suc-
cessful year.  
 
Back in January of 2011 the council approved a 
budget and was then ratified by the congregation. 
This budget, as you may recall, was a deficit budg-
et and was based on both pledged and historical 
non pledged giving. I am happy to inform you 
that the pledged giving is on target and is 
great sign of our dedication and commitment 
we have towards St. Stephen and its mission of 
bringing God's love to the world. However, as we 
enter into the final month of the fiscal year we are 
facing a $40,000 deficit. This is not unexpected 
and is what was anticipated last January when the budget was created and approved by the congre-
gation. It was thought at the time knowing we had a shortfall and if we kept the congregation in-
formed of the congregational monthly giving we would make the shortfall up as the year pro-
gressed with no need to have a "Special Appeal". Unfortunately this did not happen leaving us to 
ask you, if able, to give any amount you can over and above your pledged amount by the end of the 
year.  
 
A personal thought for me this time of year and that I would like to share with you is when Dr. 
Seuss's Grinch realizes what Christmas is all about. It is not what we get with ribbons and 
bows but is the celebration of the gift we received from God, a light that shines in the 
darkest time of the year His son Jesus. Please consider an additional gift to St. Stephen so 
that we can continue to bring this light to world and honor God's love for us. 
 
Regards, 
Charlie Jackson 

The Numbers ... 

Actual 

Monthly Expenses 

Budgeted 

A Message from the President: 
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Social Concerns Ministry TeamSocial Concerns Ministry TeamSocial Concerns Ministry TeamSocial Concerns Ministry Team    

	“For	I	was	hungry	and	you	gave	me	something	to	eat,	I	was	
thirsty	and	you	gave	me	something	to	drink,	I	was	a	stranger	
and	you	invited	me	in.	I	needed	clothes	and	you	clothed	me,	I	
was	sick	and	you	looked	after	me,	I	was	in	prison	and	you	
came	to	visit	me.”       Ma;hew 25:34-36 
 
 

Tis the season when we become aware of those around us who are in need AND we no(ce an awareness of 
how fortunate we are for what we have! When that understanding hits  we find ourselves expressing deep 
gra+tude to God for his many blessings. We also find ourselves beginning to understand that giving back in 
some way is essen+al to the Chris+an message.  
 
The Social Concerns Team would like to invite you to find your passion and your talents while working in one 
of the following ministries we are UP TO for the Lord! Please take a moment to see what’s happening and 
then pray about it. Call Marta Hohnstadt or Pastor Sue for further details and to become a part of the servant 
who made God’s presence known through their ac+ons! 
 

Cookie Delivery: Last year many people volunteered their time to help deliver the Women In Mission Christmas 
Cookies to our home bound members and friends. Story after story shared how much they enjoyed delivering 
cookies and building a bridge and forming a new relationship with those who don’t or can’t grace our Church 
building. This Christmas we invite you to volunteer your time to again deliver cookies are begin your Christmas 
with a family experience that will show God’s presence to all those whom you greet. Please call or talk with Pas-
tor Sue if you are interested!! PLEASE SAY YES!!!! 

Transportation Needs:  If you are a member of this congregation and are willing to bring a home bound member 
to church OR are available to help drive to appointments or shopping needs please know your help will change 
the lives of many within our congregation. For further details, contact Pastor Sue or Pastor Jim. THANKS!!!  (See 
page 7 for information regarding the St Stephen Car Care Ministry.) 

Daily Work:  We are partnering with Christ the King, New Brighton to make a difference in the world for those 
who are in need of a job.  Daily Work has made a huge difference for many in the community who learned in their 
program how to access resources overcoming barriers, learned skills to meet deadlines and responsibilities in job 
searches and in finding a job. Their track record is astounding! Check out their website at www.daily-work.org.  If 
you have interest in helping out with this ministry please contact Pastor Sue or Marta Hohnstadt who have infor-
mation and brochures regarding the possibilities found in this ministry opportunity. You won’t regret sharing your 
passion with others and watching them find joy in a new life!  Background:  Daily Work is a unique approach to 
helping job seekers find employment success.  Daily Work assists job seekers who have little or no earned income 
work toward financial independence by creating and implementing effective employment strategies while fostering 
long-term, supportive working relationships.  Daily Work was established in 2000 by several local ELCA pastors 
to meet the needs of underserved people who were unemplye3d or underemployed.  Without assistance, these indi-
viduals had little or no chance of finding employment or advancing financially.  Daily Work became a 510(c)3 
nonprofit organization in 2006 to better fulfill its mission in the broader community. 

Minnesota Faith Chinese: Several years ago Lorna Peck forged a relationship for St Stephen with MN Faith 
Chinese in hopes that we might be a congregation which looked past its own doors to the needs and joys of others. 
I believe Lorna took this to heart; GO therefore and spread the good news of God’s love and Word with others. 
We are committed to continue her dream. Won’t you join us?  Background: This is the only Chinese Lutheran 



  Steppingstone Newsletter  ▪  December 6, 2011                                                                                                                     Page 7   

Jesus said “My Father’s House shall be a House of Prayer.” 
 

Please remember each of these people in your prayers: 
 

Norma Alm, Sarah Betz-Harrington, Grace Christiansen, Jerry Engen,  
Norma Everetts, Caroline Felland, Zack Forcier, Lois Holton, Ed Hondlik,  
Michelle Hull, Carol Jacobson, Barbara Korlin, Gloria Lott, Ruth Millard,  
Jean Miller, John Mohelski, Karen Morgan, Deb Nelson,  Marti Niemela,  
Shirley Phillippi, Jason Schultz, Ray Stevens, Cynde Wright, Joy Zemke. 
 

Pray for those serving in the military:   

Brian Bartels, Steve Brumm, Ben Engen, April Huseby, Nathan Johnson,  
Shannon Krey, Ian Lauer, Megan Robokoff, Stephen Stock, John Waldorf,  
Jeff Wong and Kyle West. 
 

Please keep in your prayers those who have recently experienced the death of a loved one: 
Please keep Joyce Wallach and family in the death of Arnold “Arnie” Wallach.  A funeral service 
for Arnie was held at St. Stephen—Monday, December 5th.  Please also keep Pat and Patty 
McLuen in the death of Patty’s father, Willis Ufkin.  May God’s promise of peace beyond our       
understanding bring you comfort and strength. 

Experience the joy of giving and the joy of helping those in our commu-
nity by filling one of today’s most basic needs:  transportation.  The St. 
Stephen Car Care Ministry is working towards filling a very specific transpor-
tation need for a member of our community, but we need your financial help 
to make this a reality.  Please consider providing an extra donation (large of 
small) to the St. Stephen Car Care Ministry this week (or any week). Put your 
faith into action by supporting this unique way of directly affecting the lives 
of those in our community in such a positive and uplifting way. Your dona-
tion, in helping provide basic transportation to those who most need it, will 
truly change the lives of those in need.  Donations from $5-$500 are wel-
come!  Please write “Car Care Ministry” in the Memo line on any check.   Please put note with “Car 
Care Ministry” on any cash donation.  Thank you very much for helping support this very worthwhile 
Ministry!        

Congregation in the Tri State Area and it is a growing congregation full of life and need.  Two other ministries in 
the Twin Cities are partnering as well with MN Faith, Our Saviors in Circle Pines and King of Kings, Woodbury. 
Check out their website at www.FaithChineseChurch.org. IF YOU ENJOY meeting people and wish to create a 
relationship with them, this is the ministry for you!! 

Micro Enterprise Catalyst Partnership:  A Minnesota Without Poverty, in support of three recommendations of 
the Legislative Commission to End Poverty in Minnesota by 2020 - restoring work as a way out of poverty, build-
ing assets, and revitalizing communities through infrastructure and person-to-person support 3-- proposes to start 
a Micro-Enterprise Catalyst Partnership (MECP) program .The goal of the MECP is to bring opportunities for 
small business development to people living in poverty in rural and immigrant populations in Minnesota.  We will 
do this by providing: 1- matching funding for extending loans to prospective entrepreneurs; 2-training on micro-
enterprise development techniques to volunteers; 3- allyship training (cross-cultural training designed to build 
relationships between people who are living or have lived in poverty and people who have not) to volunteers and 
prospective entrepreneurs;  4- business management and business plan development training to prospective entre-
preneurs; and  5- program operational guidance to selected partner organizations (congregations, non-profits, or 
consortiums of same).  See insert for more details. 
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The Fools For Christ and St. Stephen are proud to present our 19th Annual 
Living Nativity this December.  This is our church’s biggest community event 
which brings in hundreds of people from all around the metro area.   
 

AND TO MAKE IT HAPPEN, WE NEED YOUR HELP!AND TO MAKE IT HAPPEN, WE NEED YOUR HELP!AND TO MAKE IT HAPPEN, WE NEED YOUR HELP!AND TO MAKE IT HAPPEN, WE NEED YOUR HELP!    
 

We need people…of all ages…adults, kids, families…to play a part in the scene.  
Sign up sheets are NOW AVAILABLE in the Narthex every Wednesday even-
ing and Sunday morning around all Worship services. 
 

Each shift is 45 minutes long and there are 4 shifts in each of the main 2 Satur-
day performances and 1 shift on the last Wednesday performance.  There are several characters to choose from 
in each shift, from Mary & Joseph…to the Shepherds…to the Wise Kings & Angel.  NO acting experience is 
needed or required.  There are NO lines to learn or say…just some simple movements within the scene.  It is 
really easy and a great thing for families to do together…and a different and powerful way to celebrate the sea-
son and really feel it’s true meaning.  (See cover for dates and times of performances) 
 

Please consider signing up.  Your help is much appreciated!  For more info, see the sign up sheets and dis-
play in the Narthex or e-mail us at foolsforchrist@hotmail.com or check us out on facebook.  Thank you.  
 

FOOLS FOR CHRIST DRAMA GROUP— 
“ORDINARY PEOPLE SPREADING AN EXTRAORDINARY MESSAGE” 

Have you turned in your 
2012 Pledge Card? 
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Micro-Enterprise Catalyst Partnership 
 
A Minnesota Without Poverty, in support of three recommendations of the Legislative Commission to 
End Poverty in Minnesota by 2020 - restoring work as a way out of poverty, building assets, and revi-
talizing communities through infrastructure and person-to-person support 3-- proposes to start a Micro-
Enterprise Catalyst Partnership (MECP) program . 
 

The goal of the MECP is to bring opportunities for small business development to people living in poverty in rural and 
immigrant populations in Minnesota.  We will do this by providing: 1- matching funding for extending loans to prospec-
tive entrepreneurs; 2-training on micro-enterprise development techniques to volunteers; 3- allyship training (cross-
cultural training designed to build relationships between people who are living or have lived in poverty and people who 
have not) to volunteers and prospective entrepreneurs;  4- business management and business plan development training 
to prospective entrepreneurs; and  5- program operational guidance to selected partner organizations (congregations, non
-profits, or consortiums of same). 
 
It is our immediate goal to conduct one or two pilot programs in rural Minnesota as soon as possible.  This would include 
providing $2,000 matching grants from AMWOP to partner congregations or organizations (ME Partners).  The ME 
partners would be required to provide $4,000 in matching funds, a minimum of 6-10 volunteers committed for three 
years or until the completion of the program(s), a site for training, and on-going organizational support of their program.   
 
Using the expert resources of Neighborhood Development Center (NDC) and the Latino Economic Development Center 
(LEDC), AMWOP would provide training to ME Partner volunteers on how to run a micro-enterprise development/
lending program in their community.  This would include training on recruitment of prospective entrepreneurs, facilita-
tion of an entrepreneurial training program, how to assist entrepreneurs in business plan development, micro-lending, 
and how to provide on-going technical and moral support of entrepreneurs who receive loans.  This training would be 
conducted in the Twin Cities Metro area. 
 
When the ME Partner has successfully recruited a pool of prospective entrepreneurs, AMWOP, through the Allyship 
Project, would provide an Allyship Workshop to ME Partner volunteers and prospective entrepreneurs. 
 
Using experienced professional trainers from NDC and LEDC, AMWOP would provide one three day weekend of busi-
ness development training to ME Partner volunteers and prospective entrepreneurs.  This training would be facilitated by 
the ME Partner and held in their community. 
 
Over the following 3-4 weeks, the ME Partner volunteers will assist the entrepreneurial trainees in completing their busi-
ness plans and making application for a loan.  The ME Partner will make all lending decisions.  Loans will be serviced 
by NDC.  The ME Partner organization will be responsible for loan collections.  NDC will maintain the loan pool. 
 
The ME Partner will provide on-going technical and moral support of the entrepreneurs who received funding.  As funds 
are repaid to the lending pool, the process can be repeated. 
 
After successful completion of the pilot programs we will broaden the offering to other ME Partners through a Request 
for Proposal process. 

 

Did you know that there is an Al-Anon Family 
Group that meets at St Stephen every Wednes-
day morning from 10am to 11:30am?  Child care 
is provided.  If you would like more informa+on, 

please contact either Barbara at 651-653-4901 or Connie at 651-439-1894.  For addi+onal informa+on re-

garding Al-Anon Family Groups visit the web at h�p://www.al-anon.alateen.org/.  Holidays can be stressful! 



 

 

St. Andrew Lutheran Church—Community Resource Center 

 
Free Community Meals Every Thursday  Great Hall from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
 
Spread the word to those who you may know that are struggling financially to get a meal on the table! Better yet, bring them 
and  join us as we share a meal and fellowship together! 
 
On-Site Services 
Counseling to connect those in need with current resources available in the community and at St. Andrew's. 

• Referrals for furniture, household items, rental assistance, emergency assistance, and basic needs. 

• Clothing, coats, blankets, personal care kits, and school supplies. 

• Emergency food, transportation, and financial assistance resources. 

• Short-term housing located off site in a safe, warm setting for youth, families, and individuals. 

• Thursday night free community meal from 6:00-7:00 p.m. in the Great Hall. 

• Computer access for employment and housing searches, and resume preparation. 

• Mentoring, tutoring, career networking, and resume writing. 

• VITA free tax preparation service with budgeting and financial counseling. 

• Available resource and program catalogs. 

• Free summer lunch program. 

• Holiday help - meals, food baskets, and gifts for families in need. 

• Thursday night weekly Bible study at 7:00 p.m. 

• A place of prayer, compassion, listening, and pastoral care. 
How you can help 
We gratefully accept monetary donations to help our neighbors with emergency housing, financial assistance, and basic needs. 
We also accept "in-kind" donations: 

• food and gas cards   

• non-perishable food items 

• personal care products 

• sheets, blankets, fleece 

• pillows 

• cleaning supplies 

• brooms, mops, towels 

• vacuums 

• laundry baskets 

• kitchen supplies (plates, glasses, utensils, cookware sets, can openers, crockpots) 

• school supplies 

• coats and seasonal clothing 
St. Andrew's always has a need for people willing to share their gift of service through joyful volunteering.  
Opportunities to serve: 

• Serving meals 

• Delivering basic-need supplies and furniture 

• Providing transportation 
 

900 Stillwater Rd  ·  Mahtomedi, MN 55115  ·  Located in the Great Hall Building 
Email: center@saintandrews.org  ·  Phone: 651-762-9124  ·  Fax: 651-332-8881 

 
Hours of operation:  Monday-Wednesday 8am-4pm   Thursday 8am-8pm  Friday-Sunday By Appointment 
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